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P-R-0-C-E-E-D-1-N-G-S
(6:07 p.m.)

CHAIR HOOD: Good evening, ladies
and gentlemen. This i1s a public hearing of the
Zoning Commission for Monday, October 22nd.
My name i1s Anthony Hood. Joining me are Vice
Chair Cohen, Commissioners Miller, Commissioner
Turnbull. We expect to be joined by
Commissioner May shortly.

We"re also joined by officers on the
staff, Ms. Sharon Schellin, Office of Planning,
Mr. Jesick, and I believe some more will show
up later, okay.

This proceeding is being recorded
by a court reporter. It"s also webcast live.

Accordingly, we must ask you to refrain from
any disruptive noises or actions i1n the hearing
room.

The subject of this evening's
hearing, which is a continuation of October
10th, 2012, hearing which was announced for 6:00
p-m., which we"re going to start on time, 1is
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on the Commission Case Number 11-17.

This 1s a request by Adams Morgan
Church Hotel for approval of the consolidated
PUD and related map amendment for property
located In Square 2560. A notice of today"s
hearing was published in the DC Register on May
25, 2012, and copies of that announcement are
available to my left on the wall near the door.

This hearing will be conducted in
accordance with provisions of 11 DCMR 3022 as
follows. Organizations and persons in support,
organizations and persons In opposition, I™m
asking the parties in opposition to bear with
us as we go through it in this order, and then
we will go to parties in opposition, Champlain
Street Neighbors first and Kalorama Citizen*"s
Association second. Rebuttal and closing by
the applicant.

The following time constraints will
be maintained In this meeting. Parties 1iIn
opposition 30 minutes each. That"s Champlain
Street Neighbors and Kalorama Citizens
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Association. Organizations, five minutes, and
individuals, three minutes.

Again, all persons appearing before
the Commission are to fill out two witness cards.

These cards are located on the table near the
door. Before coming forward to speak to the
Commission, please give both cards to the
reporter sitting to my right before taking a
seat at the table.

When presenting information to the
Commission, please turn on and speak into the
microphone, Ffirst stating your name and home
address. When you are fTinished speaking,
please turn your microphone off so your
microphone is no longer picking up sound or
background noise.

The staff will be available
throughout the hearing to discuss proceeding
questions. Please turn off all beepers and cell
phones at this time so as not to disrupt these
proceedings.

Would all 1individuals wishing to
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testify please rise to take the oath?

Ms. Schellin, will you please
administer the oath?

MS. SCHELLIN: Yes.

Please raise your right hand. Do
you solemnly swear or affirm the testimony
you" Il give this evening will be the truth, the
whole truth and nothing but the truth?

(Chorus of affirmation)

MS. SCHELLIN: Thank you.

CHAIR HOOD: Okay, at this time the
Commission will consider any preliminary
matters. Does the staff have any preliminary
matters?

MS. SCHELLIN: Yes, sSir. At
Exhibit Number 181, we have a request from the
Kalorama Citizens Association for a continuance
until the ANC can be present. Then at
Exhibit 183, there i1s a letter from Chris Otten,
on behalf of the Champlain Street Neighbors,

ning in this request.

jo
CHAIR HOOD: Okay, Commissioners,
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we have a request before us for both parties
In opposition asking that we postpone tonight
due to the fact that the ANC representative will
not be here to testify.

The ANC 1s not required to testify.

The ANC Act requires us to give great weight
to the ANC"s written report. That report is
In the record. Cross examination is allowed
when one orally testifies. The ANC has advised
that they cannot be here and therefore will not
be testifying. I1t"s perfectly within the ANC"s
right to provide testimony, and they have done
that, so noted.

I am not 1n favor of honoring this
request. | think the request does not have any
legal standing. I think we can still move
forward with the material facts that are in front
of us.

Any objections or any conversation?

Vice Chair?

VICE CHAIR COHEN: Mr. Chairman, 1
concur with your opinion.
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CHAIR HOOD: Okay, anyone else?

So | would move that we deny both
requests from Champlain Street Neighbors as well
as the Kalorama Citizens Association, and ask
for a second.

VICE CHAIR COHEN: Second.

CHAIR HOOD: It"s been moved and
properly seconded, any further discussion?

Are you ready for the guestioning?

All those iIn favor, aye.

(Chorus of ayes)

CHAIR HOOD: Any opposition?

So ordered. Staff, would you
record the vote.

MS. SCHELLIN: The staff will
record the vote four to zero to one to deny the
request for continuance from Kalorama Citizens
Association and Champlain Street Neighbors,
both parties in opposition. Commissioner Hood
moving, Commissioner Cohen seconding,
Commissioners Miller and Turnbull In support,
Commissioner May not present, not voting.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

10

CHAIR HOOD: Okay. Let"s go with
the organizations and persons iIn support. Ms.
Schellin, should 1 call a list?

MS. SCHELLIN: Yes. 1 will provide
you with a copy In just a second.

(Pause)

CHAIR HOOD: You know, we have --
hold on for a second.

(OFf the record comments)

CHAIR HOOD: Yes, we do have
translation services provided. Is there anyone
present that needs translating services?

Let the record reflect that no one
here at the time that was designated at 6:00
p.m. that needs any services, which was
represented to this office, and the effort and
the cost i1s going out to this office for
translation services, and at 6:00 p.m. this
meeting was called for and there®s no one here.

MS. SCHELLIN: Chairman Hood, 1T I
may, just so others know if someone does come
in, Jennifer Jenkins of our office, if she"d
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raise her hand, she"s iIn the back with our two
translators, and 1f someone does arrive she®s
going to make sure that they get the headsets
that are needed and i1t will be simultaneous
translation. But at this point no one has
arrived for headsets.

CHAIR HOOD: Okay, then let me go
down the list because we"re going to take, after
I call maybe the first ten names we"re going
to take up the list. |I"mnot sure what happened,
because we announced this for 6:00 p.m., and
that was so we could get into this. It looks
like, I don"t know what happened.

But anyway, let"s go to those i1n support.
I have on my list, we"ve already heard from
the honorable council member, Jim Graham, who"s
already given us his statement.
Kristen Barden, Adams Morgan Partnership
Bid?

Larry Hargrove?

Hussain Karim?

Carlos Lumpuy, L-U-M-P-U-Y?
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Wes, 1s that Combs? Wes Combs?
Nigel Okunubi, Adams Morgan Youth

Leadership Academy?

Mindy Moredi?

Jose Suelro?

Roland Roebuck, Commission on
Latino Community Development?

Adrianne --

MS. SCHELLIN: They did submit a
letter just in case. 1 did see that come iIn.

CHAIR HOOD: Okay.

Adrianne Bennett?

Mary Baron?

Is that Marcie? Marcie -- no, not
you.

(Off the record comments)

CHAIR HOOD: Can you tell me what
17 1s?

MS. SCHELLIN: Seventeen looks like
Margaret, and 1 cannot read her last name. It
says Reed-Cooke.

CHAIR HOOD: Edwin, Edwin i1s also
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with Reed-Cooke?

You know, if we could, I think on
here 1t says Print. That would really help us
out. And I have glasses on and everything and
sometimes, you know, you probably couldn®t
recognize my writing, so 1t would be good 1if
everybody could help us out and print.

Alicia, she®"s with the --

MS. SCHELLIN: Last name starts
with an A, 1t looks like.

(OFf microphone discussion)

CHAIR HOOD: Well, I"m trying to
call their names to see 1T they"re here so they
can come testify, but obviously | see there"s
not a whole lot of people on the list so just
bear with me. 1711 tell them to forgive me for
calling their names i1ncorrectly.

John Boardman?

Brice Jacobs?

David -- oh, Alberto Gomez?

Brice Jacobs?

David Deckelbaum?
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Bob Corcoran?

Greg Albright?

Amy Austin?

Leon Anderson?

Roland, there"s already a Roland
Roebuck is on there, yes.

Charles Boone?

Randall DeRoven?

Which number do we need to start
with? 1Is 1t 47 or 56, 477

Eileen Keefe?

And 48, I"m sorry.

MS. SCHELLIN: No idea, I can™"t even
guess at that. All I can see is B-R-1, and
that"s it.

CHAIR HOOD: Almost Ilooks like
"broken up.™
MS. SCHELLIN: Yes, maybe i1t 1is.
CHAIR HOOD: Broken up? L, 567?
Courembis, L. Courembis?

Here®"s Brice Jacobs®™ name again.

Lisa Duperier?

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

15

William Stern?

Allan Sirckowik?

Randall, 1 think I saw that. We
called that name before, but Randall DeRoven?

And Martin -- oh. Okay, that"s
all we have? That"s all we have for support.
Okay, yes. Let"s get the list. The list is
now closed.

MR. GLASGOW, JR.: Mr. Chairman,
can | be recognized for a minute?

CHAIR HOOD: Sure. And I'm also,
ask Kalomara because 1 want to get through that
first.

MR. GLASGOW, JR.: Sure. Yes, Sir.

With respect to a number of these people you"ll
find letters i1n the record from them that were
submitted recently. We had heard from a number
of them that we had been asking the supporters
to come out and they"ve come out for three
hearings, and a number of them said we --

CHAIR HOOD: Is this the third? Is
this our third hearing?
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MR. GLASGOW, JR.: This 1s our
fourth. So they"ve been sitting here for three
hearings and they said, we"ll submit a letter
for the record.

CHAIR HOOD: 1 understand.

MR. GLASGOW, JR.: You"ll see that.

And you"ll see a number of those letters in

the record that match up with a number of the

supporters.
CHAIR HOOD: Got 1t. Thank you.
MR. GLASGOW, JR.: Thank you.
MS. SCHELLIN: The list you have 1s
complete.

CHAIR HOOD: So the list I have is
complete, so we can go to organizations and
persons in opposition?

MS. SCHELLIN: Yes, sir.

CHAIR HOOD: Okay, 1f everyone can
bear with us on this. Which number do we need
to start with? | believe 1t"s 33? Is 33 the
first one?

MS. SCHELLIN: Thirty three.
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CHAIR  HOOD: Thirty three.

Charles Boone, a neighborhood resident?

maybe.

(202) 234-4433

David Schwick, a resident neighbor?
Ronald Gluck?

William Ley?

Kurt Names?

Barbara Benham?

Is 42, 44, Blanca Alfen?

MS. SCHELLIN: May be Blanca Alfaro

CHAIR HOOD: Blanca Alfaro?
Jean Stewart?

Michelle Jaffe?

Mary Belcher?

Katharine Rigby?

Timothy Jones?

Kathy Norcom?

John Boardman?

Lisa Fuller?

Teresa Lopez?

Lucy L. Ruano?

Blanca -- we just called.
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MS. SCHELLIN: It"s a different
last name. Blanca Aquino.

CHAIR HOOD: Blanca Aquino?

Seventy one?

MS. SCHELLIN: Called him, David
Schwartz, before.

CHAIR HOOD: David Schwartz?

Randall, I think -- okay, no. 1"m sorry.

MS. SCHELLIN: Martin i1s the last

CHAIR HOOD: Martin.

MS. SCHELLIN: -- Martinez, 1
think, or Matan. That"s it.

CHAIR HOOD: Let me apologize on the
record for those that may view this later, for
pronouncing your name incorrectly, but i1t says,
please print clearly. That would help us out.

Okay, let"s go to parties 1In
opposition. I wanted to start off with the
Chaplain Street Neighbors as 1 said In my
discussion. Mr. Otten? Is Mr. Otten present?

So Mr. Otten has given his right to do his
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presentation?

MS. SCHELLIN: He spoke to someone
in our office and does plan to be here.

CHAIR HOOD: Okay, we will go to
Kalorama Citizens Association.

MS. SCHELLIN: And Chairrman Hood,
1T 1 may, unless they"ve made other arrangements
they each have 30 minutes.

CHAIR HOOD: Okay . we"ll go
straight to Mr. James, and want to thank him,
first of all, for being here.

MR. JAMES: Some of the
participants on our group are not here. In
fact, 1 don"t think any of them are here yet.

So 111 just start talking and 1 hope that they
will show up.

Good evening, Chairman Hood and
members of the Commission. 1°m Denis James,
president of the Kalorama Citizens Association.

Thank you for the opportunity to give testimony
on this 1mportant proposed project in the heart
of Adams Morgan.
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I will be presenting our case. Vice
President Bob Ellsworth and Secretary Ted
Guthrie are also authorized to speak on behalf
of KCA. Additionally, we will be presenting
four neighborhood residents, who live close to
the proposed project, as witnesses. Ron Gluck,
Michelle Jaffe, Will Ley and David Schwartz.

KCA 1s a 501(c)(3) civic association
founded 1n 1919 whose articles of Incorporation
read, ""The purpose or purposes for which the
corporation is organized iIs to promote the
interests of the residents of the District of
Columbia, and particularly within the following
section of the said district. From the
intersection of 16th and Harvard, westward on
Harvard Street to Rock Creek thence to Q Street,
eastward on Q Street to Florida Avenue NW,
eastward on Florida Avenue to 16th Street, and
northward on F Street to the point of beginning
and In such adjacent territory as may be
hereafter annexed.

The corporation shall also have as

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

21

a purpose, the preservation of the historical,
architectural and aesthetic character of the
aforementioned district.”

Our constitution states the purpose
of the association shall be to promote
particularly the interests of the residents of
the District of Columbia, and most especially
the interests of the residents of the area
bounded by Rock Creek, Harvard Street, Columbia
Road, 18th Street, Florida Avenue and Q Street.

We i1nclude that just so that the
Commission understands that these are areas,
the location of this project is within areas
that we have commented on, been associated with,
received members from for many decades.

The project will, 1f built, bear a
Columbia Road address and thus be within the
areas that KCA has long commented on, accepted
members from and been interested Iin. We would
further note that due to the significant scope
of this project i1t will have neighborhood-wide
impacts, not just local ones, and KCA members
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and membership areas will be affected.

See the attached KCA membership
boundary map in living color. It should be In
each of your packets. I"m off the written
testimony there just for a second.

Our membership boundaries include
Tfive of the eight commissions of the ANC 1C,
in total, and part of a six, so we are certainly
an area of Adams Morgan. You know, our members
live within those areas, and 1t"s an area that
encompasses the majority of the neighborhood
geographically.

Although this project has been
talked about for a number of years there was
no application filed until July 29th, 2011.
At 1ts very next membership meeting directly
after 1ts summer recess on September 16th, 2011,
the KCA passed the attached resolution
containing our basic concerns about the project.

The KCA executive committee, plus
member Mary Belcher, examined the application
and recommended the resolution to the membership
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which approved 1t overwhelmingly. The
resolution i1s included In this document, but
to summarize, the main points are that the KCA
objected to the height and mass as too great.

That we would like to see the church
preserved, but as part of a smaller project,
and that we are concerned about the effects of
the operation of a hotel on the residents. Our
concerns were based upon elements of the
comprehensive plan and the Reed-Cooke Overlay.

There then ensued a long series of
meetings on the project held by ANC 1C. The
project”s appearance changed twice prior to its
presentation to the DC Historic Preservation
Review Board.

A  further submittal to this
Commission on August 16th, 2012, reduced the
project from 90 to 81 feet in height. And on
September 4th, the developers presented still
another version of the project based upon an
MOU with the RCNA, reducing the height again,
this time to 72 feet.
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The KCA held the position contained
In its September 2011 resolution unchanged until
August 17th, 2012, when the executive committee
approved a detailed resolution about most major
aspects of the project based upon our previous
resolution and all that we had learned through
the many meetings plus attention to the various
plans submitted. That resolution is shown
here. There are parts of this
that 1 would like to focus on a little bit.
I don®"t want to take the Commission through this
step-by-step, but we said we wouldn®"t object
to the project 1f the following conditions were
met. That the addition of the church building
IS no more than 50 feet tall as measured from
Eucli1d Street, adequate truck traffic and valet
plan. And we thought to
accomplish this there®"s a more i1Imaginative
approach than to bring all of the traffic on
Euclid Street eastbound and turning right on
Champlain to get to this porte-cochere, which
IS on an otherwise residential street, and that
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IS to turn right into the alley and immediately
onto the property of the hotel or the church.

And to enter the same area you could
drive alongside the church on i1ts west boundary
on its property. All you have to do Is cross
that public alley, which essentially is going
to be done anyway by all the vehicles, 1t"s just
going to be done on Euclid Street. So I just
wanted to put that out there as an i1dea that
could be considered to make this a project that
was less dangerous and less burdensome for the
residents.

We agree with the RCNA that the
combined property should be remaining within
the Reed-Cooke Overlay Special Treatment
District.

Here we differ. There should be no
use of the roof. It will be nothing but trouble
for residents all over Adams Morgan. The
Commission should grant no certificate of
occupancy for use of the roof. 1t will be a
sound platform projecting sound from a height
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in the rear of 85 feet, all over southern Adams
Morgan.

We also wanted to work out a
voluntary agreement for the ABC license prior
to withdrawing any objections we might have,
and we thought that a useful amenity for the
neighborhood would be to install a permanent
turf field at the Marie Reed Baseball Field.

Other amenities listed are putting
fencing around that area. We think that a field
wi bl be much more useful in fencing which already
exists.

So onto the discussion of our
concerns. Height and mass. We are aware of
and have read the MOU between RCNA and the
applicant. We note that the applicant
presented an 81-foot design to ANC 1C on August
27th, 2012, and received its support, and then
on September 3rd, 2012, signed off on the MOU
with RCNA further reducing the height to 72 feet.

It is clear that the applicant is
trying to reduce the height just enough to have
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the possibility of an approval from this
Commission, but had initially saddled itself
with such an extreme height in 1ts initial
application that the neighborhood discussion
revolved mainly around that topic, to the
detriment of meaningful discussions of the
effects likely to be felt throughout the
community by the development as a whole and
including a lack of focus on amenities.
Ninety-plus feet was an extreme request,

81 feet was way too high as ably discussed in
the 8-27-12 Office of Planning report, and 72
Teet 1s still too high despite the best efforts
of the RCNA.

It exceeds what is possible for a
PUD under the provisions of the Reed-Cooke
Overlay, 65 feet, and doesn"t consider the use
In conjunction with the height of 65 or more
feet.

With a maximum height building of
65 feet on the Reed-Cooke Overlay and an intense
use such as a hotel, which is banned under the
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Overlay, along with the other banned intended
uses by the applicant of restaurant and bar,
significant mitigation of the effects of the
operation on residents 1s called for. That is
why the KCA executive committee settled upon
the height of 50 feet for the addition, as
appropriate, measured from Euclid Street.

The latest plans indicate that there
will be 220 hotel rooms, down just seven rooms
from previous versions. It iIs the number of
hotel rooms that drives the effects that will
be felt by the residents.

The applicant has reduced the height
of each Tloor from ten feet to nine feet to retain
as many rooms as possible and expanded the hotel
room area into the hyphen connection between
the church and the hotel addition.

IT the applicant would study what
might be possible with a height of 50 feet
measured from Euclid Street, i1t would find that
this would still yield a height of approximately
63 feet at the southern end of the addition on
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the west side, assuming other plan concepts stay
in place such as stepping the project down on
the Champlain Street frontage as i1t connects
to neighbors to the south.

KCA can"t predict the number of
rooms that would be possible 1n such a design,
but we expect 1t might be about 5/7th"s of the
total of the most recent submission or about
155 rooms. In fact, that is about the number,
150, that the applicant first presented to the
community when describing the hotel and concept
in 2007 and 2008.

Such a reduction i1n the number of
rooms would by a similar fraction, 2/7ths or
28-1/2 percent, reduce accordingly the outward
effects felt by the community from the hotel*"s
operation. It would also reduce the need for
so much expensive underground parking to be
built and lessen the amenity burden for the
applicant at the same time as presenting to the
community a much more right-size project in
keeping with the heights and massing of
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neighboring buildings.

At this point we would like to use
visuals to take the Commissioner for a brief
walk around the neighboring blocks of Euclid
and Champlain Street. We will then return to
our discussion of other elements of the
application.

Now we have a laptop here with a
PowerPoint on i1t that we"d like to use. I™m
not sure about the technology side.

(OFf microphone discussion)

MS. SCHELLIN: 1"m going to answer
your question. Do you have i1t on a flash drive
or is 1t only the laptop?

MR. JAMES: 1It"s a program on the
laptop, right?

MALE PARTICIPANT: Yes.

MS. SCHELLIN: Okay. So just plug
It into the computer then, or to the cables.

(OFf microphone discussion)

MR. JAMES: In our original
planning for this presentation, which we didn"t
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have any i1dea which session it would take place
at, one of our members, who is on vacation now,
was going to do this part.

Mary Belcher took these
photographs, designed the captions, and we"ll
just ask Bob Ellsworth, our vice president, to
run us through the photos which are on your
packets. The purpose i1s just to show the
heights and scales of the neighboring buildings.

So --

(OFf microphone discussion)

MR. JAMES: Sure. So to the first
slide, that"sgreat. So this shows the existing
church building with the Courtland Apartment
building at the corner of Euclid and Champlain
in the background. And you approach, this shot
1s taken from Columbia Road from the north side
of Columbia looking eastward to Euclid Street.

And the area where there®"s an orange
sign on the trees where the taxi stand, which
-- can we have a little bit of dark perhaps near
one of the screens?
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(OFf microphone discussion)

MR. JAMES: Very good. Thank you
so much. Okay, so we won"t spend tons of time
on this. We just wanted to take you for a walk
around the immediate neighborhood.

So here*s the Courtland Apartments,
shot taken from Unity Park at Euclid and
Champlain. Looking to the right side you"ll
see Champlain Street going downhill, the slope
of 1t, as It runs away. The next
photograph is of the City Paper Building which
Is part of this project. 1It"s just, 1 guess,
a three-story building at that point. It sort
of looks like two and a half because one part
of 1t may be a cellar In zoning terms. It looks
like it may be, or maybe 1t"s a basement.

As you look beyond that buirlding you
see other buildings of a similar height and mass,
nothing in the nature of a 72-foot or 87-foot

(OFf the record comments)

MR. JAMES: -- 85-foot height

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

33

there, three- and four-story buildings.

The next slide IS standing
approximately where the porte-cochere would be,
or close to that area, looking eastward to the
little two-and-a-half-story rental properties
on Champlain Street on the east side which are
directly behind the Courtland, which is a
six-story building, which has seven levels at
the rear but six in the front.

And there"s a complete shot just of
those two-story apartments. We can just move
around to the next one, Bob, and then directly
onto the next one.

So here®s a little two-story house
jJjust south of the project site which would have,
let"s see, 72, well, the buirlding does step down
there, and quite honestly, I"m not sure of the
precise measurement at that point. 1 believe
It"s over 60 feet at that point.

This 1s jJust going down a Tfew more
buildings. West side of Champlain south of the
City Paper Building. Three- and four-story
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apartment buildings, or I believe most of these
are condominium buildings.

Moving down the same side of the
street, there we see an In-fill project where
some three-story row houses have been torn down
to create a project with more density. 1 don"t
beli1eve that was an Overlay project. 1 believe
It was a by-right.

This 1s Adams Row which i1s on the
east side of Champlain where one of our
participants, Michelle Jaffe, lives. It"s just
north of Kalorama Road. And the stone building
to the left of that 1s what we call i1n the
neighborhood, the brass knob building. It has
BZA approvals for an addition to go on top of
i1t, but I"m not sure of the exact height so 1
won"t delve iInto that.

The next slide shows that building
a little better, but shows what a fire truck
looks like on that street, and 1t"s quite clear
that there will be no ability to pass with any
sort of vehicle with a fire truck going down
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the street.

And we"re concerned about safety for
our residents, but also for the hotel guests,
you know, these are just very narrow streets,
30-foot wide streets and a 50-foot right-of-way.

This 1s the alley that runs between
18th Street and Champlain Street. At the south
end 1t starts at Kalorama and goes all the way
up to Euclid as Euclid veers away from Columbia.

It"s sort of the beginning point of Euclid there
as 1t runs from west to east, anyway the top
of this alley.

So on the left this is a distance
shot of how a truck fills that alley and then
I1s a closeup of the same truck totally filling
that alley. And there"s approximately 40
restaurants on this alley as i1t traverses and
there®s some other non-restaurant businesses,
but one wonders how the hotel delivery trucks
will work with the established pattern here.

I believe the RCNA MOU calls for the
trucks to only move in a northerly direction,
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but as you can see this truck Is moving south
and many of them do that. There"s a second entry
point in the middle of the block.

The next slide i1s of the 1700 block
of -- let me double check that 1n my head. Yes,
I believe that"s the 1700 block of Euclid, the
north side. Very attractive row houses intact,
stucco finish. The whole block there is very
attractive. And the building to the left 1is
the City Bikes, which 1s just diagonally across
from the subject property. And on the
lower photograph are the row houses opposite
them 1n which one of our participants, David
Schwartz, lives and owns and runs his psychiatry
practice. And those row houses are directly
next to the Courtland Apartment building.

Our next photos show you the
low-rise commercial on Columbia Road across from
the church, one- and two-story buildings.
They"re not protected in any way. It"s C-2-B
zoning, | believe, and there®s of course the,
can"t think of the name of the apartment building
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there, but i1t"s a five-story building.

And here®s a shot of the commercial
buildings on Champlain just as 1t meets Columbia
which would be to the left in the photograph,
and Euclid is 1n the right. Champlain Street
IS the street where the cars are parked and the
photo is taken from Unity Park.

And then we turn the corner and start
moving along Columbia Road and we just see these
three-and four-story buildings that have
commercial, largely minority-owned businesses.

I don"t know who owns the buildings. Many of
them are iIn fTirst and second floor operation
there.

And 1In our written testimony we
consider these to be threatened businesses
because the landlords will wish to get greater
return when there®s a nice, fancy hotel built
one block away. And 1 don"t imagine that too
many of those, 1 freely state this i1s a
conjecture on my part, but 1 think there will
be enormous economic pressure on those
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businesses to be able to remain there.

This last shot is taken actually
from my roof on the 1800 block of Kalorama Road,
and that"s just what 1t looks like when 1 look
from my roof up to the back side of the church,
the Courtland Apartment building to the right.

So 1f you would imagine something
as high as the Courtland, and maybe just, |
think, two fTeet higher, projected directly
behind that church, and then imagine allowing
events to take place on that until midnight on
certain nights of the week, and that that sound
will travel all over these lower row houses.
These are all three- and four-story row houses
that you see iIn the foreground and there®s many
more of them to the right as to the right is
18th Street. This shot of these houses is to
the west of 18th Street.

So I cannot tell you the foreboding
that 1 feel with the chance that there"s going
to be a certificate of occupancy issued for a
roof there.
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So that takes us through the
photographs, and I appreciate the chance to show
those, and 1 will return to the text.

So we took Chair Hood"s advice and
decided that we wouldn®"t quote lots and lots
of comprehensive plan to you. You told us that
you knew the comprehensive plan. But we do list
the policies that we found relevant. We cut
out lots of text about the, parts of It.

So we have some of our own. The text
that I was referring to that we cut was, you
know, direct quotes from the comprehensive plan
that we thought applied to this project. So
we have now the commentary that went along with
that which 1 cut even more just to make as quick
a presentation as possible and hopefully not
be redundant.

The hotel will be a large scale,
incompatible commercial use, the opposite of
what should be encouraged in the Reed-Cooke
Overlay at 1400.2(a)(3). Encourage small scale
business development that will not adversely
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affect the residential community.

The new use of hotel with restaurant and
bar will adversely affect the neighborhood and
goes against provisions of the Reed-Cooke
Overlay such as that quoted above and
1400.2(a) (3) (b), ensure that new
non-residential uses serve the local community
by providing retail goods, personal services
and other activities that contribute to the
satisfaction of unmet social service and
employment needs i1n the Reed-Cooke and Adams
Morgan community, and protect adjacent and
nearby residences from damaging traffic,
parking, environment, social and aesthetic
impacts.

Most of the Adams Morgan iIs a row
house neighborhood with heights ranging from
two to four stories. Three- to eight-story
apartment buildings are mixed iIn, usually at
corners, with the larger buildings almost always
on our larger streets. In this case, a very
dense, tall building would be constructed on
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one of our narrower streets. Thiswould clearly
be 1ncompatible and i1nappropriate.

Adams Morgan has three historic
districts, Kalorama Triangle, Washington
Heights and part of the Striver®s Section. A
survey has been conducted for the Lanier Heights
section north of Columbia Road and Calvert
Street.

Reed-Cooke 1s rapidly losing its
historic TfTabric to modern renovations of
turn-of-the-century row houses. There are
still some largely intact blocks, but some are
drastically changed. Allowing this very large,
very modern development as proposed would be
further incentive to other landlords and
developers to seek more maximum-esque projects,
further changing the landscape of Reed-Cooke
and very likely Columbia Road between 16th and
18th Streets.

Service of alcohol and provision of
restaurant facilities are not an unmet social
service or employment need i1n Adams Morgan,
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where there are over 65 ABC license
establishments and many other non-ABC
restaurants already present. The problems
caused by this are so significant that the ABC
Board has, since 2000, repeatedly granted
moratoria on the issuance of new licenses in
the Adams Morgan moratorium zone, which is a
1,400 foot radius from the corner of 18th Street
and Belmont Road and which covers the subject
property.

Though hotels are exempt from the
issuance of a new retailers license under the
Adams Morgan moratorium it cannot be said that
alcohol and food service are lacking 1n Adams
Morgan. In its last rulemaking for our current
moratorium, the Board suggested to the
petitioners, ANC 1C, KCA and the Reed-Cooke
Neighborhood Association that a reduction, a
lower cap number in the total number of licenses
would be an appropriate request to make to the
Board. And I"ve attached the Adams Morgan
moratorium zone Tfinal rulemaking for your
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reading pleasure.

By definition this project 1is
inappropriate fTor the area. The hotel,
restaurant and bar use i1s being banned iIn the
Reed-Cooke Overlay and the future land use map
calling for low-rise, commercial development
there.

The Reed-Cooke Overlay purposes
enable the comprehensive plan to benefit the
residents nearby, and by extension i1t also
benefits the whole of Adams Morgan. The
Commission must respect the purposes of the
Overlay. Once weakened each successive request
will be harder to refuse.

The only way to protect the purposes
of the Overlay is to completely respect them.

It has been successful 1n bringing much new
residential life to Reed-Cooke and Adams Morgan
as a whole.

The benefits to society as a whole
are obvious, 1Increased tax base through new
homeowners, fTewer vacant properties, better
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sense of community, a variety of residential
architectural styles. Why put this at risk for
such a poorly conceived project that even the
development team®"s own Tfinancial analysis
states that 1t is marginal?

The Adams Morgan community at large
must depend on the Zoning Commission for the
above protections. ANC 1C, by endorsing such
a large development without accompanying
significant protections, has abandoned its
responsibilities i1n this matter, and ANC 1C"s
non-appearance here tonight stands as testament
to i1ts lack of ability to defend 1its
Inappropriate actions on a resolution written
by one of the developers® attorneys.

RCNA with 1ts wholly 1nadequate MOU
has done even worse, 1iInviting late-night
activity onto a 72-foot high roof platform that
will project noise all over central and southern
Adams Morgan. The Commission must grant no
certificate of occupancy for use of the roof.

Other efforts go largely
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unaddressed in the RCNA MOU such as adequate
traffic, parking, truck and valet planning.
This 1s evidenced by the fact that in the RCNA
MOU five traffic oriented i1tems are put aside
for further discussion, one which would cover
intersection capacity analysis for Tive
intersections close to the hotel.

This despite the employment of a
traffic specialist by the applicant. One must
wonder, what was the specialist doing 1T there
are so many leftover issues, and there 1S no
construction management plan?

Transient uses are to be separated
from residential uses such as those found on
Champlain, Euclid and other nearby streets.
The comp plan states the development of new
hotels on residentially zoned land should
continue to be prohibited.

The church building is currently
zoned R-5-B as are the neighboring residential
streets. Therefore, the Commission should take
necessary steps iIn i1ts decision making process
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to keep transient uses and permanent residential
uses separate.

We have a lot more text here, but
we do have at least one of our individual
participants present. [I"m not sure 1Tt others
have arrived. We have two, and 1 think I want
to go to them. They are residents of Reed-Cooke
and 1 would like them to come up because 1 see
our time is dwindling.

So David Schwartz?

CHAIR HOOD: Can we stop the clock
while they --

MR. JAMES: I1"d appreciate that
very much. And maybe you can give us a little
bit more time because we had a little bit of
fuss getting the computer going?

MS. SCHELLIN: We actually stopped
the clock. 1t was not running.

MR. JAMES: Oh, you did. |1 see.
I beg your pardon.

So 1*d like to bring David Schwartz
forward and he"s going to read his statement.
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And after him, Ron Gluck 1s here. Is Michelle?
Ron, come on up to the table, please.

CHAIR HOOD: Let me just ask. Your
crew knew we started at 6 o"clock tonight, right?

MR. JAMES: Yes, but these folks
have employment and we had a struggle to get
here.

CHAIR HOOD: So do most of, well,
so do I. 171l just speak for myself.

MS. SCHELLIN: 1 think we need to
swear them in.

CHAIR HOOD: Mr. May, I think, and
Mr. Turnbull, okay.

IT you could stand so we can swear
you in.

MS. SCHELLIN: Do you want to swear
everybody else that"s here? Well, actually
there"s no more testimony.

Please raise your right hand.

Sir, could you please raise your
right hand? Your other right.

Do you solemnly swear or affirm that
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the testimony you"ll give this evening will be
the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the
truth?

(Chorus of affirmation)

MS. SCHELLIN: Thank you.

CHAIR HOOD: Let me just let you
know up front, you two were left with three
minutes and 12 seconds because you all are part
of the opposition party. So I would ask that
you would surf your presentation to us because
we have to divide up the time. Legally we have
to divide the time up with the other group.

This group had 30 minutes as well
as the next party, okay, so you all are
submitting your information to us. Just hit
the highlights, okay.

MR. SCHWARTZ: Yes, sir. Good
evening, Commissioners. Thank you for letting
me testify. 1 would like to try and give you
a picture of what i1t"s like to live iIn the
neighborhood.

I think the most important thing
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that 1 can say 1s | feel like we are truly under
siege. We"re under siege by the nightlife that
has changed. We®"re under siege by the traffic
that tries to negotiate very narrow lanes.
I want to speak from my experience.
One of my experiences is that | had a vintage
automobile that was parked in the first space
across from the church on Champlain Street taken
out by a Budget rent-a-van as the person was
trying to back up as another car was coming
around the corner. Every weekend day I
pick up bottles and pizza and McDonald®"s. 1"ve
got a handicapped dog and I live in terror of
broken glass. There®"s plenty to be afraid of
in Adams Morgan for that. |1 think that part
of the crime i1s clearly predatory, people trying
to target iIntoxicated individuals, but they
don"t stop at intoxicated individuals either.
One of the most depressive things
Is the amount of development that®"s going on
around us, and there i1s no enforcement. We get
no protection. The perfect example of this was
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the very, very good project with Jubilee Housing
at 1740 Euclid Street, four doors down from me.

On a daily basis, every single day,
work trucks both what were brought In to do the
stuff, the vans and private vehicles that were
used to transport these people, were parked from
the No Parking sign into the intersection making
1t dangerous either to drive or to pass.

As 1 was on my way here today 1 tried
to make the right turn. 1 did make the right
hand turn from Euclid onto Ontario Road and was
almost head-on collision with a car that was
driving very, very fast. These roads are really
just not meant for this level of traffic.

The noise from the construction,
every house that comes on the market, a
single-family home, is converted to four or five
units or more.

One of the things that 1 want to say
Is that with all due respect to the Reed-Cooke
Neighborhood Committee, the vote to sign the
Memorandum of Understanding or Memorandum of
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Agreement was based on an executive committee
of seven people. The majority voted for this.
That 1s not a community vote, and 1 would
particularly like to draw the commissioners”
attention to that.

So in closing 1 would say, please,
please, please protect our neighborhood. It
iIs already difficult to live there with the
problems that we encounter. Thank you very
much.

CHAIR HOOD: Okay, thank you.

Next?

MR. GLUCK: Good evening. My name
i1s Ronald Gluck. I live at 2478 Ontario Road.

The rear of my house is pictured in Exhibit
1, and i1t looks directly down the alley that
leads to Champlain Street looking at the rear
of the church and the parking lot.

The next group of pictures --

CHAIR HOOD: Okay, let me say this,
Mr. Gluck, and I actually in my 14 years have
not run into this problem. Because what"s given
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to the, the applicant does an hour, and I think
our regulations say that 1T the applicant does
an hour the parties in opposition have to divide
that up equally. Am 1 correct?

And 1 know 1t may sound crazy, but
I know Mr. Gluck just started 29 seconds ago.

Unfortunately a lot of that time, I don"t know
1T you all had planned this 1n your presentation
or divvied the time up, but they were not left,
or maybe they just came in late, 1"m not sure,
but they were not left any time to really give
us a presentation.

So what I will do just so we make
sure we stay legally correct, I"m actually going
to ask Mr. Gluck some guestions on his, you“re
not going to be able to finish your testimony.

You have i1t. We have it here. But I"m sure
we" 1l have questions.

You were getting ready to get into
something about where your backyard was or your
property line. Those are some of the questions
we may have as we --
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Excuse me?

MR.  GLUCK: I measured it
yesterday.

CHAIR HOOD: Okay. But I"m saying
those may be some of the questions that may be
asked from my colleagues and |I. So
unfortunately this party had 30 minutes, and
on top of that the party that 1 called
previously, the Champlain Street, was not even
here when 1 called for that party.

So what 1"m going to do, and 1f my
colleagues don"t have a problem, we"re going
to ask Champlain Street who was supposed to go
first, now since | see their representative come
in, because we did start at 6:00, we"re going
to ask him to come up after we finish asking
you all questions and then we go through all
that and then they"ll be able to do their
presentation after you all, 1f that"s okay with
my colleagues.

Okay. We"re going to move In that
fashion. We may have some questions. Mr.
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Gluck just gave us his presentation. I was
looking at photos, so 1"m sure we may have some
questions. So what we"ll do 1s go ahead and
ask our questions at this point.

Commissioners, any gquestions?

MS. SCHELLIN: Chairrman Hood, could
I interrupt for a brief second? We are one copy
short of a complete presentation of Mr. Gluck
for a commissioner. So iIf you have one, all
of the photos were missing from the last copy.
Every copy should be exact. So we need another
complete set for one of the commissioners.

MR. JAMES: The Kalorama Citizens
woulld have no objection to ceding the developers
some more time 1T we would be allowed to continue
with our presentation. We dutifully trooped
down here four different times, each time being
prepared to go on, and this i1s our one little
chance.

CHAIR HOOD: Unfortunately, the
regulations are the regulations. Actually 1
didn"t even have anything, 1 didn"t even write
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them. They were here when 1 got here. So
actually I°ve never in my 14 years have ever
seen us go over that. 1"ve never seen that.

Everyone has always been
accommodating to that and this is, to tell you
the truth, this is the first time I"ve dealt
with that. I know i1f they get an hour the
parties in opposition, I"ve seen parties get
15 minutes because we"ve had what, four parties?

MS. SCHELLIN: The regs actually
say 60 minutes max anyway.

CHAIR HOOD: Right. So what you
will be doing that what you could do is ask
Champlain Street 1T they could maybe, can they
cede them ten minutes?

MS. SCHELLIN: They can split the
time up however they want. |If Champlain Street
i1s only going to take 20 minutes?

CHAIR HOOD: Yes. Yes. Take a
moment and do that. Meanwhile, while you"re
doing that let me just make an announcement.
We start at 6:00 p.m. This was announced for
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6:00 p.m. so we can hear from everybody. We
understand everybody has been here four times.
Guess what, so have we.

So what the problem there is, we have
went through the opposition list and we went
through the support list individuals, and we
did that first because we also recognized that
everyone has been down here four times. So we
started with the individuals iIn support and
individuals iIn opposition first.

And 1 think that announcement was
made, 1°11 check the transcript, but I think
that was made at the last hearing so we could
all be on the same page.

MS. SCHELLIN: If they have written

testimony they can certainly hand 1t in this
evening.

CHAIR HOOD: IT you have written
testimony and while we"re still here, 1T you
have some paper from somebody you want to jot
something down for, if you haven®t already done

that please do so, because we"re probably going
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to close the record this evening.

Now also we have translation
services in the back. |If you could raise your
hand 1T you need translation services. Those
who are receiving translation services could
you raise your hand so I could see you?

Okay, but i1f anybody else needs --
three. IT anybody else needs translation
services, see the young lady holding her hand
up 1n the back. Jennifer, right? What"s your
last name? Ms. Jenkins. See Ms. Jenkins iIn
the back.

MR.  JAMES: Champlain Street
Neighbors has graciously agreed to allow us five
minutes.

CHAIR HOOD: Okay, you may
continue.

MR. JAMES: Do you need to hear that
from them?

CHAIR HOOD: No, no, no. 1 trust
you now. I"m not that bad, come on.

MR. JAMES: So Mr. Gluck is going
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to get three minutes of 1t and then I"m going
to take the last two to read another resident,
who 1s unable to be here tonight, read his
testimony. And the rest, | hope that the
Commission will give a look to the other
testimony that we have presented in written
form.

CHAIR HOOD: Okay, thank you.

Okay, Mr. Gluck, sorry. You may
continue.

MR. GLUCK: Oh. I thought you were
going to ask me questions, Commissioner.

I"m not going to go through all the
photographs. Basically they"re of the rear of
the residences on Ontario Road from 2240 to 2480.

It shows the varying sunlight In pictures that
I took, as explained in my affidavit.

The other pictures are of the east
side facades of the buirldings on Euclid Street
also depicting the street and the way the
sunlight falls at 5:30 to 6:30. The point of
the photographs are that the sun studies in the
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applicant®s materials that show shadows at 4
o"clock 1n September and June are misleading.

The residences enjoy sunlight until
probably almost 8 o"clock, and there are many
new structures that have been built to take
advantage of that. That"s part of the
environment.

The other points 1 would li1ke to make
are, traffic is totally congested. And the
other session on the 10th, 1 recall a
representative from DDOT saying, oh, it"s good
to have traffic on narrow, congested streets.

It makes 1t go slower, and therefore 1t"s safer.

Well, at 10 o"clock on a Saturday

evening or a Friday evening i1t doesn®"t go slow.

It jJust doesn®"t go. The traffic counts are
not applicable. They"re not applicable to the
intersection at Euclid and Champlain. They"re
not applicable to the traffic at Ontario and
Euclid. They"re not applicable to the traffic
at Kalorama Road and Champlain Street.

These are all streets that will be
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impacted by the traffic generated by the hotel
from, I"m sure you"re aware, miscellaneous
sources. And trucks using that porte-cochere,
and the measures that have been 1dentified that
they"re going to be instructed to turn left will
only create another problem. Trucks,
they"re parking there. Trucks can"t turn
without maneuvering and backing up traffic
coming out of that garage or the porte-cochere.
It"s trading one problem for another.

And all the traffic and signhage
recommendations i1n the RCN Agreement are
non-enforceable. 1In fact, one way on the alley
may raise a lot of additional problems.

MR. JAMES: Thank you. 1 wanted to
get the voice of another resident of Reed-Cooke.

So these two gentlemen are residents. One of
our participants who is not here yet i1s also
a resident of Champlain Street.

This i1s Will Ley from 1760 Euclid
Street, the Courtland. He lives on Apartment
605. He"s worked on events such as 1nauguration
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balls, weddings, bar mitzvahs and other private
parties. As a result he has significant
understanding and experience with the way iIn
which both large and small events, like those
that would be held at the proposed hotel, would
impact traffic and the surrounding area.

I"m going to jJjump down a TfTew
paragraphs 1f you"re reading along. As an
example of a small event, assume you have a
200-person guest list and an 8:00 p.m. start.

Less than ten percent of the attendees will
take public transportation. How many people
Iin tuxes and formal gowns have you ever seen
on a metro area bus take a 15-minute walk to
the event afterwards?

That leaves us with 180 guests. A
hundred will take cabs, 80 will drive or ride
as a passenger. Many guests will come as
couples or groups yielding say 40 cars and 40
cabs. There will be 40 taxis and private
vehicles show up In a space that can serve 4
vehicles at a time and they"l1 all arrive within
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15 minutes of each other.

At the close of the event there will
be 40 private cars exiting at once and about
40 groups of people attempting to get taxis on
the street. Obviously, you know, the traffic
IS a major concern for him.

The noise from what might be going
on on the roof, he being a sixth floor resident
of the neighboring building, will be a concern.

I"m going to go to his final paragraph.

On a more personal note, as a
neighbor living on, 1T I might read and finish
this, the sixth floor directly across Champlain
Street from the rooftop, what will be the hotel
rooftop, 1 view the conditions In the RCNA MOU
with the developer concerning the rooftop as
completely unacceptable. There should be no
use of the roof as an event space.

We did not choose to live on a
commercial street specifically because of the
noise, and having a cocktail party going on
almost outside of a bedroom iIs an unreasonable
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burden to place on us.

CHAIR HOOD: Okay.

MR. JAMES: You have our written
testimony. Thank you very much for looking at
it and for the chance to present tonight.

CHAIR HOOD: Okay, thank you very
much. 1 think that both the testimony that I
have in front of me that was just passed up,
and also yours, Mr. James, | think was, a lot
of time went into 1t and 1™"m sure my colleagues
will have some questions.

But I want to start on Mr. Gluck,
and I want to ask him a few questions about the
photographs. |If you can reiterate to me again,
and this is because we just got 1t so, you know,
and you didn®"t have a whole lot of time to tell
us. So I want to ask the way I can i1n this manner
about your presentation, so just bear with me.

Now you said that you were, what were
you trying to show us through all of these
photographs? | have some iIn particular 1 want
to point out.
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MR. GLUCK: Basically the light on
the structures to the east of the proposed
project site.

CHAIR HOOD: So do we know what time
these were taken?

MR. GLUCK: Yes. I took those
photographs between 5:30 and 6:30 p.m.

CHAIR HOOD: 5:30 and 6:30 p.m.
What time of year or what the date?

MR. GLUCK: I have the date written.

It"s Friday, August 31lst, 2012.

CHAIR HOOD: Okay, Friday, August
31st at 5:30.

One of the things, and I think i1t
was 15 that 1 was looking at as you were talking.

No, 1t wasn"t 15, 19. What else is going on
here 1n 19? What i1s this? Is this an alley
or sidewalk?

MR. GLUCK: Oh, 19 i1s, and the next
few are the entrance into the alley from Columbia
Road for the alley that would run behind the
project site. And what i1t shows is a beer truck
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in the back that was unloading because it
couldn®t get to the establishments i1t was
servicing on 18th Street.

And i1t also shows a car that i1s then
stuck at that spot at the entrance at the top
of the alley, and we see the back of the car.

And we see 1t again in Photograph 20, and you
see the beer truck in 21.

And there 1n 22 i1s my friend, the
distributor. He didn"t know 1 was taking his
picture, but I actually watched him go down the
alley to deliver kegs of beer to the
establishments on 18th Street.

CHAIR HOOD: And 1 think I saw this
picture somewhere else with a different truck.

I think you and Mr. James both have, look at
your picture 28. Is that the same alley that
Mr. James, or, I just got this tonight so 1 think
I saw, is that the same alley? | think Mr. James
was In that alley also.

MR. GLUCK: Yes. That"s also a
different truck right below the City Paper
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Building in that alley that runs, you know,
parallel to 18th Street and Euclid.

As you can see 1t"s very nharrow.
Those trash receptacles are there permanently.

I mean almost all the time. There"s no place
else to put them because you can see the
buildings abut, immediately abut the alley.

CHAIR HOOD: So 1s it your testimony
the alley"s around there due to the, well, the
hotel and the traffic that the hotel i1s going
to cause, and people using the alleys i1s going
to cause a major problem?

Let me ask this. In some other
areas of the city there"s been a traffic
management program that has been put in place.

I think you"ve heard 1t. This applicant may
have mentioned 1t, of trucks going one way.
And 1 think you mentioned it 1iIn vyour
presentation.

You all don"t think that that"s, I™m
not saying that"s the resolution for it all,
but you didn"t think that that would be a
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workable tool as the program, the way the trucks
kind of maneuver and move through alleys,
whether 1t be one way or the other way, because
it definitely can"t be a two-way alley. 1 mean
I didn"t have to get out of the fourth grade
to see that.

So I"m just saying, so you don"t
think a management plan would be able to solve
some of the i1ssues such as the one you all are
pointing out to us?

MR. JAMES: If I might take a crack
at 1t. The alley runs continuously from
Kalorama at the south to Euclid, and 1t has one
entry about in the middle from 18th in. It"s
to do with the Adams Morgan Lofts development.

And there®s a parking garage there,
the Colonial parking. There"s 250-odd spaces
there for the public to use. The loft owners
enter on a different side, on the other side
on Champlain Street, so they have about 50 spaces
on a separate fTloor of the garage which is just
for them.
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So there®s residential use of the
alley. Most of those people are just crossing
1t, but then the commercial use of that parking
garage, that"s folks coming to the restaurants
in the evening or whatever other use.

But north of that getting closer to
the project there®s numerous condominiums which
have parking iIn the rear, which those drivers
will be affected. I don"t, you know, they
probably go whichever way iIs most convenient
at the current time.

And then the southern end of the
alley too there®s some row houses that back up
to the alley and they"re on Champlain Street,
and a few row house type buildings which house
restaurants. So there®"s some open space at the
bottom of the alley which behind 1t i1s all
parking.

So 1f there became a one-way
pattern, 1 mean people would get used to i1t but
i1t would put a burden on the folks at the south
end of that alley i1f they started there.
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There®s row houses and small apartment buildings
at that end. So all of the traffic will be
funneled through that.

MR. GLUCK: Excuse me. 1"d like to
direct you to my Exhibit Z, which 1Is two pages
Trom the developers® application, and which I"ve
annotated by a survey that 1 actually took on
Saturday walking the alley, estimating, by
mai lboxes in the lobbies, the number of units,
residential units on the street. Exhibit Z,
it should be the last couple of pages.

CHAIR HOOD: Oh, I see i1t. It"s
right behind.

MR. GLUCK: 1t shows the facades of
both sides of Champlain Street. But the view
that 1s on the second page looking west where
the buildings back up to that alley, I"ve noted
which ones have garages that open on to the alley
and which ones have garages which open up on
to Champlain Street and which ones have nothing.

They"re usually the older buildings. But, you
know, and basically the numbers are totals at
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the bottom.

And 1 also would direct you to look
at Exhibits X and Y. One i1s a Fiscal Policy
Institute attachment that says there i1s no
proven economic benefit from this project, and
wonders why a $46 million tax credit was ever
provided for it.

And the other one 1s a release where
the Metropolitan Police are quoted, "The last
thing that that area needs i1s a hotel and its
effect upon traffic.”

CHAIR HOOD: Was this, let me just
ask maybe my colleagues. Was this the case
where the chief wrote us a letter? We get so
many, 1 can®"t remember. Was this the case where
actually that was trumped by the letter, if I
recall correctly. Was that this case? 1 think
I"m correct.

MR. GLUCK: That was a statement by
someone in the Third District. They"re familiar
with the area.

CHAIR HOOD: But I think when 1t all
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boils down to 1t, 1 think the person that really
speaks i1s the person at the top. And 1"m being
told, so I"m going to ask everybody to make sure
we look back at that letter from Chief Cathy
Lanier, who trumped that comment. | think we
have 1t here, but 1 just wanted to make sure.
I want to make sure 1t was the right case because

we only hear one a month.

MR. JAMES: Yes, but this was the
PSA lieutenant who"s been i1n the position for
a number of years and obviously, you know.

MR. GLUCK: Speaking from personal
knowledge.

CHAIR HOOD: Okay, I understand.

MR. JAMES: Chief Lanier doesn"t
patrol the streets of Adams Morgan but this
lieutenant does, but anyway.

CHAIR HOOD: Well, she supervises.
But anyway --

MR. JAMES: She sure does.

CHAIR HOOD: -- 1 don"t want to get
into that argument. This ain"t the first time
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that"s happened and 1t"s not just the police
department.

Let me open 1t up for my colleagues
to ask any questions. Any questions?

Mr. May?

MR. MAY: Just a couple. One was,
Mr. James, you made a, well, actually several,
made a significant 1issue with the sound
transmission from events on the roof. And I™m
wondering if you"ve actually done any sort of
study or research of that to know how the sound
will transmit from a location from that and where
it could actually be heard?

I mean sound i1s strange and 1t moves
In strange ways, and sometimes what you expect
to hear you don®"t and what you don"t expect to
hear you do. And so I"m just wondering if you
actually have any evidence to support that 1t"s
going to provide a specific Issue to you.

MR. JAMES: 1It"s seat of the pants
stuff from what goes on In Adams Morgan right
now. Currently there are no 72-foot tall hotels
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with roof decks with parties until midnight.
But there are numerous bars and restaurants that
have rooftops, and 1 can hear their sound, you
know, you can hear it as you walk by them, you
can hear i1t In your homes. There was one
in particular, around 2440 18th, which 1s about
a block and a half from my house. Until the
building where City"s Restaurant used to be
built an addition up, 1 could hear their activity
at night from my house. And Perry®s has a
rooftop deck like that and Madam®s Organ has
one and --

MR. MAY: Those are all relatively
low?

MR. JAMES: They are. They"re two
and three-story buildings. So 1 believe that
the sound gets out there and echos around the
taller the buildings around 1t, like the
Courtland. |IT 1t gets a chance to echo off that
It"s going to move around.

MR. MAY: On some of the other
taller buildings are there, 1 don"t know, party
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rooms on the top floors of the apartment
buildings that occasionally have events that
you can hear?

MR. JAMES: 1°m struggling to think
of too many. There are roof decks around.
That"s for certain. Some of the ones --

MR. MAY: Well, I"m talking about
something that®"s that high up.

MR. JAMES: Yes, I"m thinking of
taller buildings. There®"s one that"s a four-
or five-story building at Kalorama and Columbia,
and they built up one story some years ago and
they have parties and you can hear that for about
a block.

There"s a new building, a six-story
building or so at 18th and Wyoming which was
recently redone. They built a deck but 1
haven®t seen them have a party yet.

MR. MAY: Okay.

MR. JAMES: 1 can"t give you a study
but I can give you experiential.

MR. MAY: And that"s fine.
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MR.  GLUCK: I can give you
first-hand experience, Commissioner. Because
the back of my house and the deck on i1t would
look at the site, and between 1t i1s only the
two-story apartments from 2371 through 2377.
And so 1t would directly come across, because
while I"m there on my deck I have heard music
come out of apartments i1n the Euclid, and I can
hear 1t.

MR. MAY: Okay, and so how high?
I mean the question has to do with a very high
sound source.

MR. GLUCK: Oh, how high?

MR. MAY: I mean how high 1s the
sound source you“re talking about?

MR. GLUCK: Well, the noise coming
from the Euclid Apartments, anyplace from like
the fourth to the sixth floors. And also --

MR. MAY: And you"ve heard it but
how loud 1s 1t? Okay, but do you have any, I
mean does 1t keep you from having a conversation
in your, or keep you from sleeping? | mean
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hearing a noise and having i1t be disturbing,
iIt"s a continuum, right?

MR. GLUCK: 1 haven®t heard i1t iIn
my bedroom in the front of the house, but I have
heard drunken people come back from the bars
and wake me up in the middle of the night.

MR. MAY: Anybody that lives in the
city has experienced that. | mean, you know,
when the wind blows the right way 1 can hear
games and concerts at RFK Stadium and 1 live
more than a mile away.

MR. GLUCK: Right.

MS. JAFFE: Can I --

MR. MAY: But 1t doesn"t actually
create disturbance.

I"m sorry, you didn"t testify and
I"m asking. This i1s my opportunity to ask
questions. This is --

MS. JAFFE: 1 couldn™t be here at
the time 1 was supposed to testify --

MR. MAY: All right, you need to ask
a question of the chairman and not while I™m
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doing my questions of these people.

MS. JAFFE: 1 wanted to respond to
what you said.

MR. MAY: I understand, but I™m
asking questions of the people who have
testified.

MR. JAMES: Can 1 actually respond
on just based on the RCNA MOU which talks about,
of the sound will be governed by the DC Noise
Control Act, which 1T you have a decibel reading
of say 60 for nighttime, so 59 decibels would
not be exceeding 1t, right?

MR. MAY: Right.

MR. JAMES: But one more decibel,
well, two more to make it 61, you know, I don*"t
know that the naked ear can hear that but that
would be a violation for the people who live
across the street, like Mr. Ley whose testimony
I read, you know.

So I think 1t"s asking an awful lot
to expect there to be some sort enforcement for
a hotel roof activity at midnight when there"s
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so much other noise disturbance 1n Adams Morgan
that we regularly are faced with.

MR. MAY: Yes, | mean I1"ve not
personally been able to do this, but I understand
that the police actually do have the capability
to monitor sound because i1t"s, believe 1t or
not, a common complaint across the city. And
so they would want to be able to enforce that.

MR. JAMES: Lieutenant Kanitsky
who was mentioned previously has been trained
in the use of decibel meters and we hope to see
him use them sometime.

MR. MAY: Yes, if you can talk to
the specific i1ssue of sound transmitted from
a high point.

MR. SCHWARTZ: Yes, sir. From the
apartment buildings, the back of my property
iIs on the alley. The acoustics are very hard.

I have frequently called the police at night
and asked them to come by. 1 have asked them
to do decibel ratings, and to the best of my
knowledge not one time has that been done with
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literally dozens of requests.

It 1s a very frequent occurrence
that at 2:00, 3:00, 4:00 and later in the morning
there i1s so much noise that 1"ve wokenup. There
IS so much noise that my dog gets up and barks.

You asked, is 1t disruptive? It"s extremely
disruptive.

MR. MAY: Right. But what I™m
talking about i1s sound transmitted from a very
high --

MR. SCHWARTZ: The two sources of
that that 1 get to is from the Courtland and
from the Euclid.

MR. MAY: So you"ve heard noises
directly from those buildings high up that have
caused that kind of a problem?

MR. SCHWARTZ: 1 would have trouble
saying how high up. 1 don®"t know always how
high up 1t 1s. Sometimes I can tell that It"s
high up, sometimes I can*t tell.

MR. MAY: Okay. All right, that"s
fine. | appreciate hearing that.
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MR. GLUCK: Commissioner, as a
matter of comparison, the quietest of
dishwashers are 56 decibels.

MR. MAY: We hear a lot of testimony
about sound levels and we"ve actually had to
read detailed acoustic reports in other cases.

So we know something about those sound level
differences. |1 can"t recite them to you off
the top of my head but we know generally what
some of that stuff is.

I was trying to get at the specific
issue of a noise source high up and, you know,
you"ve provided some valuable testimony. I
appreciate that.

I have one other question which has
to do with the statement, 1 think, Mr. Schwartz,
Is that right? You had made the statement that
the decision by RCNA to support this was made
by an executive committee of seven.

And I"m wondering, are you
personally aware of significant dissension
among the rank and fi1le members of the Reed-Cooke
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Neighborhood Association with that decision?

MR. SCHWARTZ: 1 know that there®s
some dissension. I can"t characterize the
amount of 1i1t, but 1 know there 1is some
dissension, yes.

MR. MAY: Okay.

MR. GLUCK: 1, in fact, know that
a gentleman who lives on the same 100 block of
Eucli1d Street has severe misgivings and problems
with the project.

MR. MAY: But he was not on the
executive committee, just a member?

MR. GLUCK: 1 don®"t think he"s on
the executive committee, but he®s a member of
the Association. I mean he attends their
meetings and votes.

MR. MAY: Right. 1 wouldn®"t expect
there to be unanimity about something like this
but 1"m Interested In trying to gauge the level
of discomfort on the members, on the part of
the average members.

So that®"s i1t for my questions, Mr.
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Chairrman.
CHAIR HOOD: Okay, thank you. Any
other questions, Commissioners?

MR. TURNBULL: Well, I just had one

CHAIR HOOD: Mr. Turnbull?

MR. TURNBULL: -- question, and I™m
following up on Commissioner May"s comment on
the MOA or MOU, Reed-Cooke.

I mean [I"m assuming that that
represents Reed-Cooke, not just the executive
committee. I mean as fTar as 1It"s been
represented to wus that represents the
Association. It"s not signed by the executive
committee or by a singular smaller body.

MR. JAMES: 1 will say this. 1I™m
aware that i1t has not been put to the membership
for ratification.

MR. TURNBULL: You know that for a
fact too?

MR. JAMES: Yes. Because they"ve
only held one meeting since 1t was signed, and
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at that meeting that did not occur.

MR. TURNBULL: Okay.

MR. JAMES: Not on the agenda.

MR. TURNBULL: Thank you.

CHAIR HOOD: Any other questions?

Okay, let"s see 1T we have any cross.

Does the applicant have any cross?

MR. JAMES: And by the way that
agenda 1s available on their website.

MR. GLASGOW, JR.: Just a couple
questions, Mr. Chairman.

With respect to Mr. Schwartz, your
property is located more than 200 feet away from
the subject site?

MR. SCHWARTZ: I didn"t measure but
I was told that 1t was within 200 feet.

MR. GLASGOW, JR.: And you are on,
you front on Ontario Road so you"re a block off?

MR. SCHWARTZ: No, sir. | front on
Euclid Street.

MR. GLASGOW, JR.: On Euclid.

MR. GLUCK: Sir, I front on Ontario.
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MR. GLASGOW, JR.: I"m sorry, 1 got

you mixed up. It"s Mr. Gluck that I was asking.
Your property fronts on Ontario Road, correct,

sir?

MR. GLUCK: Correct.

MR.  GLASGOW, JR.: And your
testimony i1s that the shadow studies that the
applicant had submitted are incorrect with
respect to time of day and where the shadows
would fall?

MR. GLUCK: I don"t think I said
that. | think I indicated they were misleading,
because 1n the months of June and September the
shadows do not fall where they do the rest of
the year, and it was taken at 4 o"clock in the
afternoon which at those months the sun is pretty
high 1n the sky.

MR. GLASGOW, JR.: And so you"re not
saying that the shadow studies were Inaccurate.

Are you aware as to whether or not those are
the general time frames, dates and hours that
shadow studies were taken for submission to this
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Commission?

MR. GLUCK: I have no knowledge
about that but the papers don"t indicate that
that"s so.

MR. GLASGOW, JR.: Now I want to ask
a question to -- sorry, | want to get the name
here correctly.

Mr. James, was 1t your testimony
that the entire site was located within the
Reed-Cooke neighborhood, I mean within the RC
Overlay as it sits now?

MR. JAMES: No, 1t was not my
testimony. That i1s our resolution which 1is
shown on the second page. We wished that the
combined property should remain within the
Reed-Cooke Overlay Special Treatment District,
and we understand that that 1s something that
was agreed to in the RCNA MOU.

MR. GLASGOW, JR.: All right. So
there would be property added to the Reed-Cooke
Overlay 1f this application were granted?

MR. JAMES: That"s correct.
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MR. GLASGOW, JR.: All right. And
the comprehensive plan land use map designates
this site as mixed use, does i1t not, both
commercial and residential?

MR. JAMES: It does.

MR. GLASGOW, JR.: All right, thank
yOu . I have no further questions for this
panel.

CHAIR HOOD: Okay. Thank you very
much. Do the Champlain Street Neighbors have
any cross examination?

MR. OTTEN: Good evening,
Commissioners. Thank you.

Mr. James, did your testimony speak
to the Advisory Neighborhood Commission process
in terms of discussing this hotel project?

MR. JAMES: It did. There were
parts also that 1 didn"t get to read on the latter
pages, but I did speak to that.

MR. OTTEN: Unfortunately 1 wasn"t
here and some of the folks reminded me that the
testimony you provided, does that talk about
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some of the conflict of interest that was raised
at some of these meetings between the chair of
the ANC and his role for council member, Jim
Graham, as a constituent staffer?

CHAIR HOOD: Mr. James, did you
speak about that tonight?

MR. JAMES: I didn"t speak about it
but 1t is In my written testimony. 1 didn"t
get to it.

CHAIR HOOD: Your oral testimony.

MR. OTTEN: But it"s in your written
testimony?

MR. JAMES: 1It"s correct that I did
not get to the point of reading that but i1t is
on Page 7 of my written testimony. 1 did not
choose to not speak 1t. | ran out of time.

CHAIR HOOD: You ran out of time,
okay.

MR. OTTEN: Can 1 continue?

CHAIR HOOD: So this i1s, let me ask
you this. 1"ve been around a long time. So
this i1s your way of getting back the time that
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he missed from -- no, 1t I1s. 1"m just asking
that. 1"m no fool.

MR. OTTEN: I"m asking questions.

I"m not —-

CHAIR HOOD: All right, this is your
way of getting back the time that he missed,
so that five minutes that he gave you allowed
you, I"m just asking you to be honest. 1Is this
your way to get back your time?

MR. OTTEN: This might be the way
that the KCA could get back time that was lost
at the ANC Commission meetings that where they
raised points that were ignored and that were
pushed aside by a conflicted ANC. That"s all.

I*m just asking him about that testimony.

CHAIR HOOD: Let me just help you.

This Commission i1s also aware, that"s why when
we got to Mr. Gluck, he didn"t finish his, and
I asked those questions of his testimony. Am
I correct, Mr. Gluck?
MR. GLUCK: Yes.
CHAIR HOOD: Yes, I did. But I™m
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just letting you know that again we have his
submission. Before you got here, we started
at 6:00. Let me just say this. Before you got
here, people have already conveyed to at least
to me while we were sitting up here, and to my
colleagues, that they"ve been here three times.

So 1 understand why the room iIs not,
and 1"m not being hard 1"m just telling you,
when we do this, when we carry things on for
three and a half hours we lose a lot of people
and we lose your witnesses as well as the
witnesses that may have been for Kalorama as
well as the applicant®s witnesses because people
get disenchanted with the process.

We don®"t want to make a mockery of
the process, but I1"m going to let you continue
to cross examine. But 1 really think what"s
more Important, because we have that from Mr.
James, what"s more important to drill to us i1s
your testimony.

Okay, you may continue.

MR. OTTEN: Thank you. I fear
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perhaps the mockery i1s already underway.

But this process, Denis James, that
you testify about in your written testimony,
can you describe where the major problems were
with the ANC process? 1 want to understand that
better, and discussions around this hotel
project as proffered?

MR. JAMES: The ANC held many
meetings on this topic. They held meetings
before this submission. The first submission
for the PUD was filed on July 29th, 2011. And
then at least one meeting per month at the
Planning, Zoning and Transportation Committee
meeting was held, sometimes more than one, and
lesser kind of updates happened at the fTull
business meeting on a monthly basis. Usually
the work and the information was brought out
at the committee, the PZT, Planning, Zoning and
Transportation Committee meetings.

But what 1 would say, and I don"t
want to belabor this for the Board, for the
Commission, is that the ANC didn"t gather up
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all the facts. They didn"t analyze 1t with the
public, for the public, so the public could get
a grasp on this. Everything evaporated into
thin air.

The project documents are on the ANC
website but there®s no analysis. There was no
attempt to, there was attempt to hold lots of
meetings and busy meetings, you know, but
without much substance.

The Office of Planning was brought
iIn at the 1iInsistence of the Reed-Cooke
Neighborhood Association and the Kalorama
Citizens Association. We were working in
unison at one point, and the kind folks from
the Office of Planning and the Historic
Preservation Review Board came out to the
community to help us understand the process.
And that was useful.

But when it came down to what
effects, you know, do we take some little
decisions bit by bit? We heard the traffic
study. Does ANC 1C think this about the
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traffic? Does it think this about the use of
the roof? No, nothing. It all came down to
one Tinal meeting at which there was a resolution
which we will provide you written proof that
It was written by Mr. Marty Sullivan.

CHAIR HOOD: And let me just say,
just what you"re telling us now is captured on
Page 7 of your testimony.

MR. JAMES: Yes.

CHAIR HOOD: And 1 would tell you,
1t"s very well articulated. When he asked you
that question, to help move things along, if
you would have read this, because | read 1t while
you were talking.

MR. JAMES: |1 see.

CHAIR HOOD: So I"m just saying, i1f
you want to do what"s going to benefit us, and
I know he asked you the question, so I"m just
trying to save you all some time.

MR. JAMES: | try to be, yes. Okay.

So the point, I guess my final wrap-up was at
that penultimate meeting at which ANC 1C voted
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out an approval, a many-paged document on the
81-foot proposal, there was no public discussion
allowed on the resolution. I sought to
speak to it because the previous two hours of
the meeting had been people voicing their
opinion about the hotel based on the
presentation by the developer of the Ilatest
drawings, but nothing about the actual
resolution. So when one asked to speak about
the resolution, one was not allowed to which
was in contravention of their normal procedure.

And just to give you a little bit
of the flavor of i1t, Chairman Reynolds had two
police officers iIn the room. One standing
behind the Commission and one standing at the
left, just in case there should be any trouble.
And 1°ve never in my 13 years of attending ANC
meetings in Adams Morgan have | ever seen such
a thing. It was amazing.

And the police were asked to escort
people from the room --

MR. OTTEN: Okay.
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MR. JAMES: -- who, you know, had
different points of view.

MR. OTTEN: Thank you, Mr. James.

You spoke to the Planning, Zoning and
Transportation Committee of the ANC. You just
testified to that. Would you claim that that
was the major body 1n the ANC that was discussing
and promulgating plans and issues around this
hotel project?

MR. JAMES: It was the main one, and
then later in the process the Public Services
and Environment Committee got active in helping
to do outreach to seek further amenity topics
that could be brought out that would benefit
the community.

MR. OTTEN: Okay. Thank you. And
the chair of the Planning, Zoning and
Transportation Committee i1s whom?

MR. JAMES: 1Is Wilson Reynolds.

MR. OTTEN: And to that did the
Planning, Zoning and Transportation Committee
ever produce any reports as to what was discussed
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at these meetings, as to what questions arose,
as to what problems were noted and perhaps ways
to mitigate and answer those questions?

MR. JAMES: No. The Committee
doesn"t take minutes either.

MR. OTTEN: Okay, but 1"m not even
talking about detailed minutes. I"m just
talking about basic report update to the
community about what was happening to the
largest project 1n Adams Morgan history besides
the Hilton.

MR. JAMES: No, is the answer again.

MR. OTTEN: Thank you. All right.

And to the website, you testified about the
ANC website. Isn"t it the case that the ANC
website, ANC 1C website, anclc.org, has a
library of documents associated with this
project listed? Are you aware of that?

MR. JAMES: Yes, I"m aware of 1t.

MR. OTTEN: Are you aware of how
iIt"s ordered? And let me ask you this. |ITf
somebody were to come to that site and open up
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that library, would they be able to access the
documents in a way that was easily
understandable and readable and to update
themselves quickly and forthrightly about the
project, would you say?

MR. JAMES: I think 1t would be
somewhat challenging because there aren"t any
notes associated with each pdf file. There are
certainly names of the i1tems, but i1t doesn"t
say whether there were other submissions of a
similar nature over time, but --

MR. GLASGOW: Mr. Chairman, 1-°d
like to note an objection to the line of
questioning. There®"s an ANC Report i1n the
record. That"s the written report that is
entitled to great weight of this commission.
They"re trying to undermine a vote.

In what everybody understands was
a contentious proceeding, there was a vote by
the ANC and their position did not prevail 1In
front of the ANC. And so now they"re trying
to undermine the written report in the record.
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MR. OTTEN: That is not the plan.
MR. GLUCK: Sir, I object to your
objection.
MR. GLASGOW: Well 1"m making the
objection.
CHAIR HOOD: We got all objections.
The only person who®"s going to object, Mr.
Glasgow, is giving objection. I"m going to
allow this line of question for a little while,
because 1 think you got iInto i1t. 1°ve tried
to hint to you Mr. James, well yes, but you asking
the question.
So see Page 7 of your submission.
You captured 1t, It"s here in writing, we see
it, we don"t need to go down that road again.
You need to get to your presentation.
Any other questions?
MR. OTTEN: Yes, to the, staying on
ANC for a moment. As Mr. Glasgow pointed out,
there was a resolution that was passed. To your
knowledge 1is that resolution, as passed and
voted on, available on the ANC website?
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CHAIR HOOD: That has no, next
question?

MR. JAMES: I honestly do not know.

CHAIR HOOD: Next question.

MR. OTTEN: To the issue of noise,
as you had presented 1t. Are you aware that
iIT the Office of Planning had come to the
residence or the neighborhood, to you, to
anybody and done any noise evaluations of sort
In preparation for this proposal?

MR. JAMES: 1°m not aware of any.

MR. OTTEN: Okay. To the traffic
Issue. You“"ve been, Mr. James, you testified
you were at many of these meetings discussing
the hotel, correct?

MR. JAMES: Correct.

MR. OTTEN: Do you recall DDOT, the
Department of Transportation, ever presenting
reports, plans, slide show, anything of this
nature to the public at any public ANC meeting
about this plan?

MR. JAMES: 1 don"t know, but under
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full disclosure there was a meeting in July of
this year that 1 did not attend. And I believe
there was a DDOT representative there.

My mother had just passed away and
I decided that I would absent myself from that
meeting. So I don"t know what happened at that
meeting.

MR. OTTEN: Okay. And I guess that
question would be to perhaps the Panel here.
That meeting that was in July of 2012, do you
all recall this meeting by chance with DDOT?

MR. GLUCK: Yes I do. I think Ms.
Fargus was testifying.

MR. OTTEN: Okay, thank you that Mr.
Gluck.

CHAIR HOOD: Help me understand,
what is the relevance? Where are we going,
where are you trying to go?

MR. OTTEN: In terms of the
comprehensive plan and traffic study, really
looking at the analysis that went into this and
presentation to the public.
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CHAIR HOOD: Okay, we didn"t
classifty him as a expert so 1"m just trying to
figure out where you going with this?

MR. OTTEN: Oh the question is to,
how many times DDOT appeared to the public to
adequately discuss the traffic impacts with the
community?

CHAIR HOOD: Is 1t quality or
quantity? How many times they"ve been there?

Is that helping --

MR. OTTEN: Both.

CHAIR HOOD: -- the five of us?

MR. OTTEN: Yes.

CHAIR HOOD: But is that helping us?

How many times?

MR. OTTEN: That"s what I wanted --

CHAIR HOOD: Some people can get it
one time, some people can get 1t none and some
people need 12.

MR. OTTEN: Sure.

CHAIR HOOD: Okay, so really,
really come on.
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MR. OTTEN: Yes.

CHAIR HOOD: First of all let me
just say this. And I"m not being hard on you
but you got here late. You got here about what,
7:15, honestly. And the rest of us have been
here --

MR. OTTEN: 6:50.

CHAIR HOOD: No not 6:15, you didn"t
get here at 6:15.

MR. OTTEN: No, 6:50.

CHAIR HOOD: 6:50, okay ten minutes
to 7:00. We started at6o"clock. 1 understand
you got a job, understand so do I. I left mine
a little early, hopefully they"re not watching
but 1"m just saying.

But let me just say this, we want
to be respectful of the issues. Help us with
the i1ssues. How many times DDOT showed up a
meeting i1s not helping. How"s that going to
fall 1n our calculation?

You made your point. DDOT came
maybe once or twice. Let"s move to the next
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question. Do what"s going to help us from a
land use standpoint.

COMMISSIONER TURNBULL: I don"t
think Kalorama got in their testimony talking
about DDOT and that kind of presentation. So
I*m not sure where this line of questioning is
going?

MR. OTTEN: 1t"s speak to the public
interaction with a major agency iIn the city
around traffic.

COMMISSIONER TURNBULL: No, you“"re
cross examining their testimony.

MR. OTTEN: I understand that, they
did speak to traffic. Did you not?

MR. GLUCK: 1t"s In my testimony.

MR. JAMES: We do have some
commentary on traffic, I"m not sure 1f 1 got
so far as to read 1t but we did not mention DDOT.

CHAIR HOOD: But your conversation
Is not how many times they showed up at the
meeting, right? Right.

MR. OTTEN: Okay, so 1n your
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experience with DDOT at these public meetings,
can you describe that? What was your experience
with DDOT?

CHAIR HOOD: I can tell you my
experience with DDOT. Come on, let"s stick to
the issue. The issue is land use around this
project.

MR. OTTEN: And they®"re claiming
that there®"s no impact on traffic. Yet there
was only one interaction with public to go back
and forth with DDOT on that.

CHAIR HOOD: And you know what, 1™m
not in for that tonight. Go right In, ask your
question?

VICE-CHAIR COHEN: May 1 Jjust
interject one thing? Thelr point In their
reports the way I read them i1s that they can
be mitigated. That is the critical thing that,
not that they denied many of these points, they
can be mitigated.

MR. OTTEN: Commissioner Cohen, to
that point there as no discussion of how they
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would be mitigated with the public. That"s
actually the heart of the matter here. And
that"s the point of that line of questioning.

MR. GLASGOW: Mr. Chairman, 1°d
just like for the record to interpose a further
objection, in the sense the one opposition party
IS trying to extend significantly the length
of time that they have to present their case?

CHAIR HOOD: I would uphold that
objection. Again I"m going to ask you, |1 don"t
remember your name, I"m sorry. Mr. Otten I'm
going to ask you to ask the line of questions
that are helpful to us i1n this zoning case.

Not about how many times DDOT showed
up or whether Anthony Hood has showed up the
ANC meeting and all that. Let"s stick, be
germane i1n something that"s going to help the
five of us.

And 1 think when my other col leagues
try him in, 1 think everybody®s going to be
saying the same thing for the most part. And
we"re the ones who are going to be deciding this
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case. So you need to help us.

MR. JAMES: 1 must say Mr. Otten 1s
at a disadvantage because | didn"t hand him a
packet, because when 1 started he wasn"t in the
room.

CHAIR HOOD: So that even makes the
point more right. He was not here, how does
he know what you testified to and where these
questions coming from?

MR. JAMES: I believe he heard some
of 1t. Yes, ask him.

CHAIR HOOD: Okay, let"s just go to
question. No, I"m just saying. You brought
the point up, he didn"t bring 1t up. So let"s
go ahead and ask your questions Mr. Otten?

MR. OTTEN: Well to that point I
think you do owe me a copy of the testimony,
just per the rules. Your testimony about this
hotel, vice vie the comp plan, you speak about
how 1t contravenes with the Reed-Cooke overlay,
correct?

MR. JAMES: I don"t believe 1 used
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the word contravenes, but I certainly give the
impression that i1t"s at odds with the goals of
the Reed-Cooke overlay.

MR. OTTEN: Okay. To that end, you
might recall the Office of Planning Report, the
November 2011 Sit down Report and the August
2012 Update Report --

CHAIR HOOD: Next question, don"t
answer that. Next question?

MR. OTTEN: Why®"s that?

CHAIR HOOD: Could talk 1iIn the
microphone, because he might not be able to hear.

VICE-CHAIR COHEN: Oh 1"m sorry.
He did not testify to that.

MR. JAMES: I did reference the
August, the initial, well I don®"t know, let me
see 1T I can recall the date of 1t. | believe
It was August 20, 2012.

I can"t think of the date. 1 did
reference that in one of the, maybe Page 2 or
3. But I didn"t go into any detail about it
other then 1 did talk about i1t briefly.
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CHAIR HOOD: Next question?

MR. OTTEN: In your testimony you
speak to the City Paper Building, at least you
have an 1mage of that. Are you aware fo the
displacement of the PFW from that building
because of ths project?

MR. JAMES: Yes.

MR. OTTEN: Are you aware of how
many jobs or office jobs and other jobs, other
related jobs that might be from that
displacement?

CHAIR HOOD: Is that 1I1n your
testimony?

MR. JAMES: No i1t was not, other
then --

CHAIR HOOD: I*11 just skim through
it. Next question, that"s not --

MR. OTTEN: He just testified that
it would be displaced. 1"m asking a question.

CHAIR HOOD: No, even that question
was not In his testimony, but I had to take a
moment to look at 1t. So next question.
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MR. OTTEN: So to clarify just going
forward, the --

CHAIR HOOD: No, right now you“re
asking questions.

MR. OTTEN: Excuse me, I"m asking
you to understand the process. Again I'm a
layperson, okay. I"m not a --

MR. GLASGOW: [I1"m going to object

to this. He"s been a former ANC Commissioner

MR. OTTEN: No, he"s interrupting
me now. I was speaking to you, now he"s

interrupting me.

MR. GLASGOW: I"m opposing an
objection.

(Crosstalk)

CHAIR HOOD: Hold on, he has an
objection.

MR. OTTEN: But 1 didn"t get to
finish my —-

CHAIR HOOD: 1°"m going to allow the
objection first and then I"m going to come back
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to your lay question, which you®ve asked me more
then once.

MR. GLASGOW: Mr. Chairman, with
respect to dealing with the process. Mr. Otten
has appeared before this Commission before on
several occasions prior to the commencing of
this hearing.

He"s fTamiliar with the process.
He"s a former ANC Commissioner and so asking
as 1T he doesn”™t know anything about the process,
I object to that proceeding In this because it"s
becoming clear he®"s just trying to delay the
preceding.

MR. OTTEN: 1I"m sorry Mr. Glasgow,
I don"t get paid $200,000 a year to do this on
a regular basis.

CHAIR HOOD: That 1s totally
Inappropriate --

MR. OTTEN: 1Is 1t?

CHAIR HOOD: -- and totally out of
order.

MR. OTTEN: Okay.
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CHAIR HOOD: 1™"m going to uphold the
objection.

MR. OTTEN: 1 don"t get paid for
this.

CHAIR HOOD: Well 1"m going to
uphold the objection. And then Mr. Otten, you
had a question for me?

MR. OTTEN: Yes. I want to
understand the process as a layperson?
Testimony is defined, as | understand i1t, oral
and written, correct?

CHAIR HOOD: Testimony i1s defined
as oral and written, yes.

MR. OTTEN: So through the line of
questioning, what comes out orally is 1n essence
his testimony, correct?

CHAIR HOOD: Well let me back up,
I know where you"re going but since you asked
me I going to answer. First of let"s get back
to the lay, you"ve asked me that at another
hearing. 1 was here to, you®"ve already asked
me that. And I would agree with what was just
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stated.

You know the process, but hold on,
let me finish. 1I1"m going to let you finish
tonight and you going to let me finish. You
know the process.

And third of all, you"re talking
about testimony oral and written. You just
asked him for a copy of his testimony. You got
here ten minutes to 7:00, so you really don"t
know what"s i1n his testimony.

I didn"t see anything about WPFW in
his testimony. So agailn everybody®s cautious
and understanding about people losing jobs, but
he did not testify to that.

I allowed that question. While you
were asking that question I was looking through
his testimony for that, 1 was not able to find
that. |If you could point me in this direction,
In his testimony where that i1s, I will let you
ask the question?

But I don"t think It"s in there.
I don"t see 1t. So I would ask you to go to
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the next question.

MR. OTTEN: Okay. Thank you for
clarifying that process. | guess even though
I might have asked i1t before, 1 have been
interrupted on several occasions to re-adjust
as a layperson. So I apologize and I"m just

CHAIR HOOD: No apologies needed.

Next question?

MR. OTTEN: 1 understand that in the
testimony 1t does speak about the City Paper
Building and so that"s where the 1line of
questioning had started. And | guess are you
aware of how many jobs might be displaced from
the City Paper Building?

CHAIR HOOD: What page, let me ask
you this, what page are you on? Because | just
ruled that question out of order and now you"re
still asking it.

MR. OTTEN: Well only because it"s
in the testimony. Here, well It just says It"s
describing the City Paper Building here.
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CHAIR HOOD: Okay.

MR. OTTEN: Which 1s to be
demolished.

CHAIR HOOD: How did you get all
that, what does i1t say on that line? Because
believe me, what does it say?

MR. OTTEN: It"s just describing
the iImage.

CHAIR HOOD: But I mean, what does
It say?

MR. OTTEN: For the record it says,
just South of the church on the West side of
Champlain Street the City Paper Building.

CHAIR HOOD: Okay.

MR. OTTEN: This i1s describing the
hotel --

CHAIR HOOD: Okay, so your guestion
as the way I see 1t, and my col leagues can correct
me, 1S speculation.

MR. OTTEN: Well --

CHAIR HOOD: And that"s what"s
wrong now. We don"t need to speculate.
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MR. OTTEN: The speculation?

CHAIR HOOD: Yes. What you"re
asking him about people losing their jobs right
IS speculation.

MR. OTTEN: The City Paper Building
does employee people, correct?

CHAIR HOOD: You know what, 1"m the
last person that"s going to answer your
question. Come on now, ask questions about this
case?

MR. OTTEN: It speaks to the comp
plan which talks about displacement of business.

CHAIR HOOD: Since you"re a
layperson let me help you with something. And
I think this is very important. One thing about
the Mayor of the District of Columbia, he puts
people up here who are well versed and we
actually have the offer and finish of the comp
plan with us.

So what I would ask, this Commission
to collectively together --

MR. OTTEN: 1t"s a powerful plan.
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CHAIR HOOD: No, no. Yes, and they
did a good job. 1"m sure they will acknowledge
and thank you, because they are listening to
this.

We have the offer and finish of the
comp plan so we have some, when we start
deliberating, when you help us give something
to deliberate about then the five of us, we have
somebody who"s very in-tuned to the comp plan.

The rest of us are also.

So going down those lines are not
helpful. Because we know the comp plan.
Especial when we have the offer and the finish
of the comp plan, I"1l1 leave 1t at that. And
I gave you that hint once before.

MR. OTTEN: Well I"m working, it"s
a very long document and 1"m trying to work
through that and match 1t to this project as
best as possible with, and 1"m sure you all will
help us do that. Okay, In your testimony there
you have a picture of small businesses along
Columbia Road, correct?
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MR. JAMES: Yes.

MR. OTTEN: And these business
apparently serve Adams Morgan adverse, an
extremely diverse population?

MR. JAMES: Yes, | believe In my
testimony I indicated that numerous of them were
minority owned businesses.

MR. OTTEN: And through that, did
you testify to that to speak to apprehension
of this project by these business owners?

MR. JAMES: Not specifically on the
part of business owners, but as to something
that could lost 1T the development of the hotel
were to take place.

MR.  OTTEN: Okay . To your
recollection or to your testimony, going back
to the Reed-Cooke, does that particular zoning
regulation have anything speaking to the maximum
height under a PUD project?

MR. JAMES: It does, but one has to
look up a different section to learn what that
iIs. It says that it cannot exceed the height
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that 1s allowed 1In an underlaying zone. So a
C2B could allowed to be 65 feet tall.

MR. OTTEN: Okay, thank you. No
more questions. Thank you Commissioner.

CHAIR HOOD: All right, thank you
all very much.

MR. JAMES: Thank you.

CHAIR HOOD: Did you get everybody,
we appreciate your testimony. Ms. Schellin,
one of the things that 1"m going to ask is that,
and I"m asking this now so I won"t forget. |1
may forget later on.

3C of Mr. Gluck®s testimony, 1 would
like to have Office of Planning and DDOT look
at 3C and 3D. Those are live situations and
1*d jJust like a narrow response on both of those
situations from both DDOT and Office of
Planning.

At least that®"s my request and I"ve
actually asked that on the record so. And I
don"t need a response, that"s just for me or
for the Commission i1f they chose to also look
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at that.

COMMISSIONER MAY: Mr. Charrman?

CHAIR HOOD: Yes.

COMMISSIONER MAY: I"m sorry 1 had
one gquestion that occurred to me that I wanted
to ask of Mr. James before he got to far away,
Is that possible?

CHAIR HOOD: Mr. James, another
question.

COMMISSIONER MAY: 1 just had one
quick question for you. You have your
resolution from Kalorama Citizens Association
In your testimony.

MR. JAMES: Yes.

COMMISSIONER MAY: And it"s signed
at the bottom by four members.

MR. JAMES: Yes.

COMMISSIONER MAY: Presumably 1n
executive committee or something like that.

MR. JAMES: It"s our executive
committee.

COMMISSIONER MAY: Did you pull all
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of your membership to see 1T they supported i1t?

MR. JAMES: No, we haven"t done
that.

COMMISSIONER MAY: Okay, 1"m just
curios. Thanks.

MR. JAMES: Thank you.

CHAIR HOOD: Okay, all right we will
go to the Champlain Street and they will have
25 minutes.

MR. OTTEN: Just a second.

(Off the microphone comments.)

MR. OTTEN: Okay, just for the
record this is Chris Otten for Champlain Street
neighbors. [1"m not going to show like a full
20 minute video or anything tonight, what I1°d
like to do 1s just intersperse that 25 minutes.

Is this counting, I"m just trying to say, I™m
not ready.

MS. SCHELLIN: If you want to talk

MR. OTTEN: I"m sorry, 1"m just
saying for the record what 1 plan to do, but
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It ties in with the technology here which 1™m
still trying to get up.

MS. SCHELLIN: Okay, 1f you want to
talk about the computer not connecting that"s
one thing. But 1f you start talking about what
you"re going to show that"s part of your
presentation and the clock starts.

MR. OTTEN: Okay, I was just trying
to say I"m interspersing the videos --

MS. SCHELLIN: I understand but
that"s part of your presentation, so.

MR. OTTEN: Please don"t start the
clock.

MS.  SCHELLIN: The clock 1s
stopped, so just get your stuff going.

MR. OTTEN: We"re almost there.
Two minutes 1t looks like 1t says. Part of the
issue, kind of technology related here. This
IS, again, Chris Otten. Technology related,
for the record.

I want to make sure the videos are
on the computer®s hard drives so there®s no
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choking when i1t plays off of my external hard
drive.

CHAIR HOOD: While we"re waiting
for Mr. Otten to get ready for his presentation,
what we"re going to do is we called the lists,
and we"re going to just ask at the end that people
who would like to testify iIn opposition, so I™m
not going to call that list again, but people
who would like to testify iIn opposition or
support can come forward.

Now, 1IFf you®"ve already testified
with a group or something, then there®s no need
to come back.

But those who have been here who may
have gotten here a little late, maybe who
accompanied with others who came late, i1f you
would like to come up, either In support or
opposition, I"m going to ask you to come up once
Mr. Otten fTinishes.

Let me see a show of hands, about
how many people would like to come up, whether
you"re In support or opposition? Okay, sowe"ll
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have probably one panel.

Okay, well one or two people, but
we got eight chairs. Now let people make their
minds up on their own. You know, let us do an
individual aspect.

Let people make minds up on their
own, Mr. Otten, if they want to come up and
testify. Let"s not encourage them. If they
want to, they will have the opportunity.

Okay, they will have the
opportunity. I want them to, I don"t want, well
anyway, | want them to be able to, there will
be a liable time for them to come up.

Whoever wants to come up in support
or opposition to testify, you will be allowed
to do that at the end of the presentation by
Mr. Otten.

MR. OTTEN: Okay, looks like we"re
ready.

CHAIR HOOD: And just fTor the
record, typically once we go past the list, we
don"t usually go back. But we"re going to do
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that tonight.

(OFf the record comments)

MR. OTTEN: Okay, let"s begin.
Okay, so for the record, what 1 just submitted,
again this is Chris Otten. 1"m representing
the Champlain Street neighbors.

What 1 just submitted to the
Commission are two color copies, a little
separate process there. 1 forgot I had 1t iIn
a separate sleeve.

But the land use iInformation was
presented by the Office of Planning. It"s a
true and correct copy of what was presented by
the Office of Planning at the July 2012 ANC
meeting.

And 1n terms of the other images,
that 1s a photograph looking north on Champlain
Street compared against an earlier version of
the project as 1T those houses right across the
street from the hotel don"t even exist.

So let"s begin. 1™"m just going to
read directly from the testimony. The
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Champlain Street neighbors, the neighbors
directly impacted by the proposed Adams Morgan
Hotel project.

Jim Graham testified before you
about this project a few weeks ago. He stated
how this project will revitalize Adams Morgan
and will bring sorely needed daytime Tfoot
traffic.

We weren®"t aware that Adams Morgan
needed revitalization, as 1t i1s becoming one
of the most expensive places to live In the city.

And the assertions of needing daytime foot
traffic are only that.

There 1s no data to back that up,
and to which businesses high end hotel guests
may actually want to patronize In Adams Morgan
during the day.

Jim Graham also mentioned
overwhelming support from the community for this
project. On the record, you already might have
seen, you know, hundreds of signatures from
folks who live around the community who are
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opposed to this outright.

But we"re not sure how he would
conclude this, as our council member. And his
office did not host one community forum about
this highly controversial proposal.

All of the publicly announced forums
driven by public officials were solely by the
advisory neighborhood commission where, at ANC
meetings, the division against the hotel was
very apparent.

A division, by the way, that was
split between landowners, property owners and
renters, that was very clear.

Apparently, the chair of the ANC who
works for Jim Graham did not peek his head over
the cubicle wall and 1nform the council member
that renters and small businesses i1In Adams
Morgan were coming to meetings, voicing their
concerns, complaints and apprehension about
this project and 1t"s adverse impacts on them,
especially those living on Champlain Street and
small mom and pop businesses on Columbia Road.
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What are the adverse 1mpacts? The
future size and density of Adams Morgan.
Because there is a disparity between reality
and zoning regulations, someone [living on
Champlain Street will, at points along the
proposed hotel tower, be viewing an 85 foot tall
building not including roof structures.

This 1s the <case because the
proposed hotel location sits on a southward
descending Champlain Street. Just like all
other buildings on Champlain Street with
entrances facing the street, there will be an
entrance to this hotel facing the street with
Its own sign and registration area right on
Champlain Street.

Yet unlike other buildings, the
applicant says they can measure from the steps
of the church on Euclid street.

So while you may be standing next
to a portion of the building that projects to
85 feet from the street, according to their
measurements, It"s 72 feet.
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And you can look at Page 11 in our
documents. 1°ve numbered them by hand. Page
11 starts to show you the zoning measurement
versus the street measurement there.

Now, we had to do that without a
scale on the plans. And the latest submission
by the applicant still does not have a scale
on their elevation drawings, and still does not,
for the record, have a line that extends from
the street elevation across the entire elevation
drawing.

Further, the applicants own plans
show a prediction that the future of Champlain
Street, and perhaps the surrounding areas, to
go big and dense.

Demonstrating this are the
applicants elevation drawings, again on Page
11, comparing the size of the southeast portion
of the building to the adjacent residential
buildings which may need, according to their
plans, to get their own PUD to keep up in height
and size of this hotel.
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This prediction, for the future of
bigger buildings 1In this area does not comport
with the future land use map, the generalized
policy map, and the comprehensive plan, nor the
Reed-Cooke Overlay or underlying zoning
regulations.

Impacts on public infrastructure.
A commercial building this size will 1mpact the
public infrastructure. And now is the time to
get all of that information on the table.

Not at some point [later when
enforcement of iInvestment expectations shift
away from the developer and on to the public.

The zoning order needs to highlight
what is expected of additional i1nvestments iIn
this project by the developer. But we don"t have
that information to do that at this time.

On Page 26, vyou"ll see an
announcement from the listserve showing how at
Champlain and Kalorama Roads, there was a
sinkhole that took nearly three months to
repair, an emergency repair at that, of the
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public Iinfrastructure that is on the same street
as this hotel.

At the time of the ANC vote on this
project, no major public 1infrastructure
analysis and/or reports were available.

Still yet and now, the Office of
Planning only has a preliminary report fromD.C.
WASA which does not take 1into account the sewer
system and other components of the water system
in their entirety.

This 1s not consistent with the
comprehensive plan. There are absolutely no
reports from Washington Gas or PepCo about how
this hotel will affect these other utility
systems, either.

According to the comprehensive
plan, this information should be widely
available by this point in time, a point in time
in this project by which the developers and
supporters complain i1t"s taking too long for
approval. Where are these reports?

Noise and pollution. The
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comprehensive plan is clear that the elements
of noise and pollution by any major project being
proposed, and that"s a spelling error there,
project being proposed should be on the table
for discussion now, not later.

These adverse iImpacts, which must
be weighed by the Zoning Commission to determine
the viability of this project at this sensitive
location next to residential homes i1s important.

It"s especially important since it
was testified by the applicant at the last week"s
hearing, October 10th, that this hotel will be
right on the property lines of the surrounding
residential properties and sidewalk with
absolutely no buffers and setbacks as required
by the comprehensive plan.

The Office of Planning noted the
lack of setbacks near the residential community
as "'unprecedented In their August 2012 report.

But somehow, this concern disappeared just
because of the height of the hotel was reduced.

The reduction in height did not

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

131

bring on sudden setbacks and buffers. The noise
on the roof i1s especially acute because of the
slight canyon effect on Champlain Street.

And actually, the Ilowering the
height of the building has brought the noise
even closer to the community, as testified to
by OP at the last hearing.

It is also clear that by the location
of the garage and porte-cochere, that the
pollution from vehicles coming and going to and
from this proposed hotel must be examined now
to see how 1t will negatively i1mpact neighbors
and their families.

And again, you can see Page 75 iIn
this submission shows the porte-cochere, how
It opens up just to the adjacent residential
property and how the pollution from the cars
and noise will just swing right out of that
porte-cochere into this neighboring property.

Further, any analysis of noise,
whether by vehicles coming through the hotel
along Champlain Street, or the hotel parties
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on the roof deck, or just the hotel generally
needed to be evaluated now, not later.

Somehow, the Office of Planning is
satisftied 1In their September 2012 report that
the agreement between the RCNA and the
applicants projects all of this evaluation
analysis after the PUD is approved. That seems
quite backwards.

These adverse impacts must be
measured and on the table now so that the zoning
commission can weigh them against the
applicant™s proffered benefits.

Negative traffic and pedestrian
safety. Here"s where I would like to quickly
go to some videos. Let"s hope we have some audio
as well, and catch some of the audio on this.

Okay. 1Is there a way to kill the
lights? Thank you. 1Is it playing? 1"m not
hearing an audio. Okay, well yes, it seems to
be maybe 1t"s plugged into the wrong one?

Yes, 1t was plugged into the wrong
one. I don"t know. I can"t tell. It"s not
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working. Oh, boy. Okay, so we have no audio.
I*m going to try.

So this i1s the corner of 18th and
Columbia. It"s on Friday. I pull out an
express newspaper, 1t looks like 1t"s September
7th, 2012 at the corner of 18th and Columbia.

And this i1s at 4 o"clock, and 1T we
had the audio, you would hear that because I
ask somebody the time. Basically, at this
corner you can see cars entering the 18th and
Columbia -- oh boy.

Can we get a pause? Is that all
right? 1 can"t continue like this. Thank you,
thank you Secretary. Am 1 doing something
wrong? Well 1 have a speaker system 1 could
hook up. Brought that just in case.

(Whereupon, the Tforegoing matter
went off the record at 8:25 p.m. and went back
on the record at 8:27 p.m.)

MR. OTTEN: I1*1l1 just provide the
commentary. It"s too bad, because 1t was really
good commentary. But let me just, we"ll see
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where we are.

So this i1s Columbia Road and 18th
Street. It"s a Friday. This i1s before rush
hour, this i1s about 4 o"clock. And we saw that.

And you can see that the cars are queuilng up
along 18th and Columbia here to get up Columbia
road.

Now this 1s a typical Friday in Adams
Morgan on Columbia Road. This i1s after school
has started. You know, the students are back
in town. And let me fast forward a little bit.

So Jjust panning across that
intersection. And see a little wobbly here.
I"m just trying to get a time check there, but
that bank had a wrong time.

Okay, you see cars are going in the
bike lanes. Everybody i1s trying to squeeze Into
this spot on Columbia Road. It"s a very busy
throughway, and by which taxis and vehicles
coming to this hotel will have to go through.

And iIt"s obviously lots of
pedestrians around here, as well. Now let me
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scroll a little further. Mind you, the hotel
IS right around this corner here.
I kind of was pointing to i1t there.
It"s right there. It"s for the record, I™m
pointing up towards Euclid Street. So that's
where this traffic jam i1s kind of starting and
moving up Columbia.

Let me open up the next one. Okay,
so now I"m standing actually at the start of
Euclid Street and Columbia Road. And you can
see lots of trucks here.

Again, September 7th, 2012. It"s
a Friday. Pedestrians coming and going right
across Euclid Street. Here"s the church. And
there®s a truck coming through.

This 1s where pedestrians cross from
the Unity Park onto Euclid Street. That was
not noted anywhere in any visual impacts of the
traffic analysis provided by the applicant.

You can see here, | mean, this line
of traffic just goes all the way up Columbia
Road. There is no accident. 1"m attesting to
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the true and correct version of what you“re
seeing here.

There®s no accidents, there"s no
construction, this is Columbia Road on Friday
night, what presumably would be a very busy hotel
night.

And let me see. | got this here.
Again, still September 7th. Okay, that"s
Euclid now. That"s the church. And people
walking around here.

Okay, let me get a better one of
those. 1 just want to focus on what"s going
on around here. This is further up the road,
again, to show that the traffic extends all the
way up Columbia Road to 16th Street.

So from 18th to 16th Street, it"s
a near standstill. Let"s see, this 1Is an
interesting one. I"m across the street now,
coming back down Columbia Road from Ontario,
back towards Euclid.

And you can see, I mean, it"s just
standstill. There*s the church 1i1n the
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background for the record. There are taxis
doing u-turns right here, you can see in this
image here, right in the middle of Columbia Road.
Lots of taxis, we presume will be doing that
after the hotel might open.

And this 1s a highly trafficked
area, both vehicularly and by pedestrians. And
this i1s the intriguing video. This i1s Euclid
Street, also noted by the Reed-Cooke
neighborhood association as a real problem.

Euclid Street, by which the hotel
front and by which traffic will be coming and
going as well. This 1s a dead stop from 16th
Street looking now, that"s H.D. Cooke School.

There"s a school [literally two
blocks from this hotel location. Now we"re
looking west on Euclid here at 23 seconds 1in
on this video.

And this line of cars stretches all
the way down Euclid Street. So these are the
streets around the hotel. That"s Mozart and
Euclid right there.
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And DDOT did not give any attention
to this light here. 1 focused on this light
for a moment to show when 1t turns green,
literally how many cars get through, and i1t"s
five cars or so.

And it"s because 1t has to open up
for the 16th Street traffic to also, which 1is
also congested to flow through 1t. So this is
a highly congested area.

Okay, the light just turned green
from red. And you can see somebody on 16th
Street i1s blocking that traffic there at Euclid
and finally goes by.

I mean, 1t"s a mess. And somehow,
this hotel i1s going to work with hundreds of
taxis coming and going? Trucks, events, It"s
mind boggling.

Okay, so yes, please. Thank you,
sir. So fTirst, unlike other projects 1In Adams
Morgan, which really emphasize working on issues
of parking and traffic impacts, this hotel
project got very little attention from DDOT.
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In fact, DDOT attended only one ANC
meeting in July 2012, towards the end of the
""process' and presented no slides, reports or
handouts to the ANC or community to get their
finer points of any vehicular problems
associated with the project.

One key oversight in the DDOT review
of the applicant®™s traffic studies, the
presumption that patrons of the retail service
components of the proposed hotel will be coming
to the hotel iIn taxis or sedans In pairs, in
effect, reducing the trips generated i1n half.

Now this i1s a major red flag. 1
would hope you would see that. Further, 1t"s
disturbing to note that both applicant®s
testimony and that of DDOT reflect a serious
lack of concern with regard to pedestrian safety
and direct contravention with the comprehensive
plan.

There"s a whole section on
pedestrian safety. And as testified by OP, they
did not review that section, and neither did
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the applicant in their traffic study.

The applicant was not aware of the
crosswalks around the proposed hotel site. The
applicant did not meaningfully take Iinto account
the two schools within the two blocks that will
be walking around this hotel site, and how
increased hotel traffic may negatively impact
our children and elderly.

DDOT mentioned signaled street
corners that would help with these i1ssues, but
there®"s no signaled crosswalks along any of
these roads that will be serving this hotel.

Mind you, there®s one other hotel
in the 5,000 hotel rooms i1In the area, 15, 20
hotel rooms in the area within 15 minutes walking
distance. There"s one of them called the
Normandy. That"s on Wyoming.

I jJust took a picture of i1t. You
can"t quite see 1It. It"s submitted in the
record on disk. That"s 74 rooms on a
residential narrow street.

That®"s more in line with what we"re
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looking for here. Two hundred and twenty rooms
IS inviting serious problems to this
neighborhood.

And you can see 1t starts right here
on this crosswalk. And I"m showing by the
picture in front of the church.

Further, there was absolutely no
analysis how tour busses and shuttles will
navigate, i1dle, park, drop off and generally
attend to hotel guests on the narrow streets
of Euclid and Champlain, or the busy Columbia
Road.

This 1s iIn direct contravention of
the comprehensive plan, as well, which
prioritizes this iIssue as something that needs
to be discussed now, not later.

And finally, the taxi stand and 1t"s
efficacy 1s in serious doubt. According to the
plans submitted by the developer dated September
10th, pages All and Al4, that"s Exhibit 121.

I mean, taxis will, iIndeed, queue

up 1n front of the church right here where these
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people are walking. They will queue up here.

And even 1T only five percent of the
church hotel guests were to come at the same
time, they would extend into this pedestrian
walkway. And somehow, DDOT is going to mitigate
this somehow later on in the project. We don"t
understand that.

This scenario does not even portray
all of the retail bar service patrons that might
be arriving by taxi or sedan, not to mention
events when all the guests arrive at the same
time. This is really problematic.

So more to the acute point is the
displacement of tenants and businesses. And
this 1s a real serious 1issue because the
comprehensive plan, as powerful as it 1is,
prioritizes mitigating displacement of long
time district residents.

You could find that term throughout
the whole plan. Yet, as testified by the Office
of Planning, there was no analysis of any

mitigation of how this project will effect the
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local tenants and small businesses.

The applicant has noted at public
meetings that the fact that this hotel project
IS even beilng discussed has upped the tax
assessment on the subject properties.

Now 1 was hoping to get some audio
tonight for you all, because we do have a video
of applicant team member Brian Friedman speaking
at an ANC meeting that by and of his getting
In contract with the city paper building, the
tax assessment value of that property has gone
up -

And he went on to elaborate, and
again i1t"s on the record as a CD, and we can
get a transcript on that for you 1Tt welcomed,
what he"s admitting i1s that, and it"s intuitive,
when you bring a high end hotel 1i1nto the
community like this, the surrounding property
taxes and the value of the community 1s going
to go up.-

Therefore, the cost of life 1s going
to go up. The cost of living i1s going to go
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up-. The cost of leases, small business lease
owners, operators, they bear the burden of any
tax Increases.

It"s called a triple net lease.
They bear the burden of that. They are who this
project will displace along Columbia Road.

Let me just end, the KCA showed some
of those 1mages there. And where am 1 here?
Okay, well I"m going to void the videos for now.

But there are Jlots of small
businesses right around the block from Columbia
Road. And i1n fact, on Page 9 and 10 of this
submission, Columbia Road commercial and
friends submitted to the Office of Planning a
note of concern.

And 1t goes Into detail, why they
are concerned. They put them on notice, and
yet the Office of Planning did not provide an
analysis for the Zoning Commission to understand
mitigation of how the commercial displacement
might happen and how we avoid it 1f this
project"s put in.
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Also, Page 7A, the ANC also notified
the Office of Planning of these concerns and
got a response back, a very limited response
saying we don"t have the resources to look at
this.

Well, they are the Mayor®s agent for
planning iIn this city. Who else has the
resources to look at how a project will 1mpact
local tenants and businesses? That"s
problematic.

Even still, with  surrounding
tenants and small businesses asking for an
emergency meeting with the Office of Planning
to discuss these concerns and possible
solutions, they have been rebuked and told to
wait until after the Zoning Commission makes
a decision. That 1s way too late.

This serious dismissal of concerns
IS, what"s at risk i1s market rate, affordable
housing right on Champlain Street. And diverse
renters, including families and small mom and
pop"s that help give Adams Morgan its unique
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character.

This type of planning cannot be
allowed 1n the 21st Century in the Nation®s
Capitol. The adverse impacts do not balance
with the amenities.

Preserving the church. It ison the
record, Page 22 and 24 of this submission, that
this church, this hotel project was at one time
a condo affordable housing project.

That, the developer said, provided
significant affordable housing, was in scale
with the Reed-Cooke Overlay, was in line with
the spirit of Reed-Cooke Overlay.

They went as far to say that the
Office of Planning nixed that idea and suggested
the hotel. The Adams Morgan for Reasonable
Development wrote to the Office of Planning to
get clarity on that. That"s Page 25.

They wrote back that is not the case.

So these are the lies that are being submitted
to the community by the applicant team, 1in
particular Mr. Brian Friedman and Mr. Matthew
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Wexler.

And so we know that we can preserve
this church with other projects. That housing
project was one that we enjoyed, we wanted.

And they®"re claiming that eight
windows prevented them from building that
project. So it i1s economically feasible to
build a housing project here.

And that®"s something that would
certainly fit in the neighborhood and bring less
traffic to the neighborhood.

The proffered community room. Page
59 at September 10th plans, you can see. It is
a small, small portion of this building. As
testified by the applicant, there have been
meetings about this project, of the hotel
project all around Adams Morgan community iIn
community rooms, whether i1t be Mary Center, the
Metropolitan Police Department 3rd District
Police Station®"s two community rooms, the
Kalorama Rec Center, the Festival Center or Good
Will Baptist Church.
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There are already plenty of
community centers to go around to be used by
the public. Further, the former commissioner,
Conrad Slater testified at the set down hearing
November 2011 that the community center should
not be buried in the basement.

He referred to that as being
disrespectful. We agree. But overall, this
iIs really not a needed benefit.

An amenities broker by the RCNA,
many of the amenities brokered by the RCNA with
the applicant are fairly limited in scope and
cannot be considered major investments in local
public assets.

Some fences, landscaping and cement
work on walls at the Marie Reed School can not
be compared to a new library or aquatic center
In Marie Reed, for example.

The one time payoffs to local
non-profits. This i1s a real problem with a
process by which non-profits were i1dentified
to receive the one time payments from the
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applicant.

And unknown selection process can
be called out as preferential treatment by other
groups that may have not been made aware of the
opportunity to apply.

The applicant testified to the lack
of clarity around this opaque process, which
could lead to complaints by those left out iIn
the future.

This 1s checkbook =zoning at its
worst, and may lead to serious issues going
forward. 1"m going to skip Unity Park because
It"s a mystery.

Jobs and revenue, broken promises.
The applicant had promised, throughout this
whole process, including up to when they signed
the contract with AMYLA on Page 21 that there
would be unionized jobs totaling 1,500
construction jobs and 565 permanent, full time
jobs.

Now we"re being told 1t"s closer to
500 construction jobs and 280 permanent, full
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time jobs. That is a dramatic shift iIn this
jobs benefit that was being proffered. That"s
a serious reduction.

To conclude, the design of the hotel
size and mass in contravene zoning regulations,
contacts at both the Reed-Cooke Overlay and the
underlying zoning.

It 1s clear by law that no PUD shall
exceed the matter of right height, bulk, and
area requirements of the underlying district.

And this proposal does that significantly.

The adverse iImpacts on the local
tenants and small businesses are untenable and
don"t balance with the proffered benefits.

At this point, there are no
meaningful reports on noise pollution,
environmental impact and impacts on public
infrastructure besides the preliminary D.C.
WASA report.

The public can only rely on
intuition and natural sense that this hotel will
bring bad news to them. And I just have three
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more sentences here.

The fiscal pressures this hotel will
bring will indeed manifest the displacement of
what 1s left of affordability in the surrounding
area, and with 1t, Adams Morgan®s unique
diversity in terms of culture and economy.

On record are affidavits saying this
iIs already happening in anticipation of this
hotel project being approved by you. The Office
of Planning was put on notice --

CHAIR HOOD: All right, thank you

very much. We have your testimony.

MR. OTTEN: Thank you.

CHAIR HOOD: Commissioners, do we
have any questions of Mr. Otten? Any questions?

VICE-CHAIR COHEN: Yes. Thank
you, Mr. Chairman. Mr. Otten, you"ve
referenced Councilman Jim Graham"s testimony.

But one of the things that he
responded to a question with regard to
unintended consequences that may happen, we
don*t know, was that there are programs and tools
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available to assist, whether they"re residents
or businesses, did you hear that?

MR. OTTEN: We"re now at the end of
this process. We heard that.

VICE-CHAIR COHEN: Just say yes or
no. Or you know, you don"t have to give me a
speech.

MR. OTTEN: There"s no rubber
hitting the road on that. He"s had no community
forums to discuss that with the most directly
impacted neighbors 1In the community.

VICE-CHAIR COHEN: Maybe there has
to be initiative. Another question. Do you
have facts, again, supporting some of your
contentions that certain inflationary actions
are taking place? Are there facts to support
that that you can bring to us?

MR. OTTEN: As I recall, the point
of the PUD is the burden of proof i1s on the
applicant to show that 1t doesn®t flip the other
way around. 1t"s on them to show that 1t won"t
happen.
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What we"ve heard from the applicant
Is that by and of them entering into a contract
with the City Paper Building, already the
taxable assessment on that property has gone
up -

That shows a signal prediction,
predilection that the rest of the properties
in the area will indeed do the same, and that
the Increase in those values will be passed along
to the renters and to the leaseholders of the
small stores.

VICE-CHAIR COHEN: Are you aware of
certain support letters that were made by the
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, the Hispanic
Contractor®s Association and the Adams Morgan
Partnership supporting the hotel? Are you
aware of those? They definitely represent some
of the community members.

MR. OTTEN: They don"t represent
any of the directly 1mpacted neighbors along
Champlain Street and along Columbia Road. We
are aware of that.
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We are also aware that none of them
were i1nvited to any of the greater Washington
Chamber of Commerce events that might have
happened around this.

They, 1"m talking about the most
directly impacted neighbors. People who live
within 200 feet or operate a small business
within 200 feet of this hotel project, to our
knowledge. And we have people willing to
testify to that later on in our testimony.

CHAIR HOOD: Okay, any other
questions, commissioners? Okay, let"s go to
cross examine. Does applicant have any cross
examination?

MR. GLASGOW: Mr. Otten, are you
aware that a hotel and residential properties
are iIn different tax classifications in the
District of Columbia?

MR. OTTEN: I didn"t testify to
that.

MR. GLASGOW: Are you aware, or not?

You"ve talked about the tax burden and what
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woulld happen.

MR. OTTEN: We are aware of the tax
assessments on the surrounding properties, some
of which have already gone up In anticipation
of this hotel.

MR. GLASGOW: How did you know that
they went up in anticipation of this hotel when
they"re under separate tax classifications?

MR. OTTEN: This was proffered by
applicant team member Brian Friedman --

MR. GLASGOW: In this hearing?

MR. OTTEN: -- at the December, no,
at the December 16th, 2010 ANC meeting and
subsequent meetings at the ANC.

MR. GLASGOW: Mr. Chairman, 1 would
just rule that with respect to what the
applicant™s case 1i1s with respect to this
proceeding i1s what"s happened during these
hearings.

CHAIR HOOD: I"m going to uphold
that. Okay. That went on at an ANC meeting.

We have the ANC"s report.
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MR. OTTEN: But isn"t it correct
that the applicant --

MR.  GLASGOW: I"m asking the
questions, sSir.

MR. OTTEN: But you asked me about
the tax assessment. So I just want to respond.

MR. GLASGOW: I thought you had
answered.

MR. OTTEN: Not entirely. Can I
further elaborate now?

CHAIR HOOD:  Actually, actually,
actually, 1 think, Mr. Otten, you did answer.
You just trying to respond to mine, so next
question please.

MR. OTTEN: All right.

MR. GLASGOW: I have no further
questions of this witness.

CHAIR HOOD: Okay, thank you very
much. Does the Kalorama Citizen"s Association
have questions? Okay, thank you very much.

MR. OTTEN: Thank you.

CHAIR HOOD: Thank you very much,
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Mr. Otten.

MR. OTTEN: Thank you very much.

CHAIR HOOD: Okay, all those
wishing to testify in support, could you please
come forward? All those In support.

MS. SCHELLIN: Chairman Hood, 1f 1
may, on Mr. Otten"s behalf, he had approached
the dias before he sat down, and he had wanted
to pass out a document that is already iIn the
record. He did not have enough copies to pass
out.

But 1 told him 1f 1t was already iIn
the record, we didn"t need i1t. However, he
stated the copy that®"s i1n the record is a very
poor copy, and he would like permission to submit
a clear copy during the time period we leave
the record open.

CHAIR HOOD: That would be good.
Do we have an --

MS. SCHELLIN: Do you know the
exhibit number, by chance?

MR. OTTEN: I don"t offhand.
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CHAIR HOOD: Okay.

MS. SCHELLIN: Can you tell me what

MR. OTTEN: It"s pertaining to the
signatures of those opposed to the hotel project
that live In the community.

MS. SCHELLIN: So the petition?

MR. OTTEN: Petitions, yes.

MS. SCHELLIN: The petitions.

CHAIR HOOD: 1Is that in line with
the letter that was circulated, because that"s
the one 1In question.

MR. OTTEN: No.

CHAIR HOOD: All right. So yes,
that"s fine.

MS. SCHELLIN: Okay.

CHAIR HOOD: Okay, anyone else here
in support, if you could come forward at this
time. Last call. We did this earlier, but
we"re just doing 1t again.

Okay, we will end with the gentleman
who 1s seated at the table. Introduce yourself
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and go right ahead.

MR. OKUNUBE: Good evening. We
appreciate the opportunity to be able to speak
to you today. Dear commissioners, my name 1S
Nigel Okunube, and I am a lifelong --

CHAIR HOOD: You might want to --

MR. OKUNUBE: Sorry about that. My
name is Nigel Okunube, and I am a lifelong Adams
Morgan resident, and also the executive director
of the Adams Morgan Youth Leadership Academy,
a neighborhood organization that -currently
utilizes space donated by the First Church of
Christ Scientist inside of 1ts building at 1782
Columbia Road 1n Adams Morgan.

I wanted to tell you today that there
Is overwhelming support for the hotel amongst
the members of the Adams Morgan community that
often don"t attend zoning commission and other
such meetings.

I"ve brung the binder with over 600
letters of support signed by Adams Morgan
residents, property owners and businesses,
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including over 200 residents of the Reed-Cooke
neighborhood where 1 grew up.

The Adams Morgan community wants the
landmark church building. The Adams Morgan
community wants a hotel with hundreds of
permanent job opportunities, a community center
for non-profits and associations.

Most importantly, the Adams Morgan
community wants a hotel with a beautiful
landmark church building restored to 1its
previous glory at the geographic center of the
neighborhood.

I would also like to highlight the
long term sustainability that AMYLA"s unique
partnership with the Adams Morgan Historic Hotel
offers to our organization, and the many
employment benefits to hundreds of youth and
adults 1n Adams Morgan in Ward 1 and the District
of Columbia.

After almost four years of
discussing such a partnership, the local
developers of the hotel and AMYLA signed a
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several page comprehensive MOU that most notably
provides office space for AMYLA and a place to
host our workforce development trainings at $1
per year for the next 20 years. A permanent
home.

The project will also be responsible
for placing a minimum of 125 of the hundreds
of full time employment opportunities in the
hotel.

The partnership would also help
sustain AMYLA, and specifically enhance our job
readiness and training program from donations
received from every occupied room in the hotel
for at least the next 20 years.

We believe that this Memorandum of
Understanding has the potential to set a new
precedent for public/private partnerships iIn
the community, our ward, and the District of
Columbia.

Since beginning our grassroots
initiative a little over five years ago, AMYLA
has established 1itself as one of the most
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effective youth programs in the Adams Morgan
community.

Our program serves as the medium iIn
which our youth are supported in graduating high
school, obtaining their GEDs, enrolling in
college, and providing summer internship and
other career opportunities.

Through AMYLA, Adams Morgan area
youth have served hundreds of hours of community
service, been introduced to leadership at the
community, local and federal government levels,
met mentors who have helped shape and transform
their lives.

Some of them started their own
businesses, some have obtained their passports
and traveled to places such as West Virginia,
Aspen, Colorado, New Mexico, Guatemala, Haiti
and Israel.

Over the past summer, AMYLA
celebrated our fiftth year of service to the Adams
Morgan community. Youth who were among the
first to be nominated to be In our program are
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now attending college.

We"re thrilled about the many
employment opportunities that will await Adams
Morgan and Ward 1 area youth when returning
during holiday breaks or summer, and the long
term employment opportunites for those who wish
to enter the hospitality industry upon college
graduation in the next four, six or ten years.

As the founder and executive
director of AMYLA, 1 intimately share this
reality. You see, as a teenager growing up in
Jubilee housing, | earned my first employment
opportunity in Adams Morgan at Common Liquor
and Deli, fTormerly located at 1815 Columbia
Road.

Some of you may recall, it was a very
popular community oriented liquor and deli shop
that almost exclusively hired from within the
community.

The late owners, Mr. and Mrs. Sid
and Bernice Drasen epitomized community and
would be proud of the continuation of their
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legacy through AMYLA"s workforce Hleadership
program and our partnership with the Adams
Morgan Historic Hotel.

Another objective of AMYLA 1is to
develop a strategy to transform the youth
culture of Adams Morgan. As a third generation
resident of Jubilee Housing i1In Adams Morgan,
I cannot help but to think of the trajectories
of dozens of Adams Morgan area youth who fell
victim to violence and long term incarceration.

Many of them were my childhood
friends and family members of the youth we"ve
had the privilege of serving. 1 often think
about how their lives could have been positively
impacted 1T opportunities like the Adams Morgan
Historic Hotel existed a decade ago.

We are now less than a few months
away from potentially breaking ground on the
project. I"ve got a couple more sentences.
That could permanently transform the youth
culture of Adams Morgan and potentially serve
as a major part of the solution.
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I jJust want to thank everybody for
the opportunity. We"ve had many youth come to
some of these zoning meetings who ordinarily
would never come just to really be here to listen
and to learn. And so we appreciate the
opportunity to speak to you today. Thank you.

CHAIR HOOD: Okay, thank you very
much. And hold your seat, we may have some
questions.

Did you want to testify? Next, did
you want to testify? No not yet. When the
light"s on. There you go.

MR. SIMPSON: Hi. My name is Billy
Simpson and I"m the President of the Reed-Cooke
Neighborhood Association. Other members of our
executive board were here before.

I think one other member still is,
and several others have been at some of the other
meetings. I"m actually not here to testify
tonight.

I just wanted to emphasize that our
statement in support of the application has been
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submitted In writing for the record, and --

CHAIR HOOD: Let me just say this.
We actually have that.

MR. SIMPSON: You have that.

CHAIR HOOD: By you saying that
you"re not here to testify, I"m just not
understanding, I"m not following you.

MR. SIMPSON: Okay, 1t just wasn"t

CHAIR HOOD: But you"re testifying.
But we already noted this iIn the record and
we have i1t. But what you"ve done now iIs, and

maybe some cross examination, just on what you

said.

But you said you weren"t here to
testify, but you are testifying. So I™m
confused.

MR. SIMPSON: I just wanted to
confirm that that had been received in the record
and that you all had received our statement in
support.

And 1 wanted to make one other
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clarification, which 1t was asserted tonight
that our resolution was not passed by
appropriate procedures.

But 1n fact, our agreement with the
developers was derived from two resolutions
passed by our full membership in duly called
meetings.

And the final details of our
agreement with the developer was made pursuant
to authority from our members to work those
details out and was passed by a vote of six to
one by the members of our executive board. So
I wanted to make sure --

CHAIR HOOD: Okay.

MR. SIMPSON: -- that was clear.

CHAIR HOOD: So thank you very much
for that clarification. Commissioners, 1S
there any questions?

COMMISSIONER TURNBULL: When was
that submitted?

MR. SIMPSON: The agreement was
entered Into on September 4th, and 1 think was
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submitted promptly thereafter by the applicant.
And our testimony to you was submitted on, |
believe October 6th, 1 want to say.

COMMISSIONER TURNBULL: Okay. But
I guess the key thing, getting back to earlier
testimony and comments was that 1t was a full
resolution that was passed.

MR. SIMPSON: That"s right. We
actually have two resolutions from our members
that laid out the parameters of what our members
wanted to see from this project, both favorably
and concerns.

And then the second resolution was
from June of this year. And our membership,
again, gave us some further parameters about
what they wanted to see from this project.

And then ended with a TfTully
authorizing statement authorizing the executive
board to go and address these concerns, any of
the issues under the zoning regulations and get
this worked out, and that"s what we"ve done.
And we can provode copies of those resolutions
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for you 1Tt you would like.

COMMISSIONER TURNBULL: Well thank
you for clarifying that. Thank you.

COMMISSIONER MAY: Just following
up on the same subject. So you said there were
two meetings of the fTull membership, iIs that
what the two resolutions came from?

MR. SIMPSON: The original
resolution is from as far back as November of
2008 when the developers were Tirst coming
through the community and presenting the
concept.

And at that time, our membership
voted to support the concept of the hotel, but
then listed out some of the concerns we had about
the size of i1t, and about the impacts on the
community and whatnot.

COMMISSIONER MAY: But it was a vote
taken at the meeting?

MR. SIMPSON: It was taken at a full
meeting of the membership.

COMMISSIONER MAY: Okay.
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MR. SIMPSON: And we can provide you
with a copy of that.

COMMISSIONER MAY: Would a copy of
that indicate the number of people present and
what the vote was, that sort of information?

MR. SIMPSON: I was not president
at the time of that meeting. 1 don"t know what
information is available in the minutes from
that.

COMMISSIONER MAY: Okay. 1I"m not
sure whether Chairman feels that 1t"s important
to have that earlier resolution or not.

CHAIR HOOD: I don*"t think so. We
can leave the record open for it.

MR. SIMPSON: Okay.

CHAIR HOOD: Okay?

COMMISSIONER MAY: Thanks.

CHAIR HOOD: Okay, any other —- 1
don*"t think so. 1 think we can go with what"s
current. Does the applicant have any cross
examination? Does Champlain Street have any
cross examination? Does Kalorama Citizens have
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any? Champlain Street have any cross
examination?

MR. OTTEN: Didn"t hear you back
there. Okay, for the record, Chris Otten for
Champlain Street Neighbors. Did you want to
go? It"s my turn, right?

CHAIR HOOD: Yes, it"s your turn.
I called you.

MR. OTTEN: Okay, thank you.

CHAIR HOOD: But you can stay there,
Mr. James.

MR. OTTEN: Okay, Mr. Simpson,
you"re the President of the Reed-Cooke
Neighborhood Association?

MR. SIMPSON: That"s correct.

MR. OTTEN: And can you tell us,
when was the, I"m sorry, let me back it up a
little bit. Sorry, the volume®s a little loud.

You were referring to a timeline
there i1n your testimony about the process in
deliberations around the hotel project,
correct?
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And 1t would seem up until, when was
it that the hotel developers truly wanted to
start digging in the weeds and discussing an
agreement with the Reed-Cooke Neighborhood
Association?

MR. SIMPSON: They came to us at the
end of July, and that was what launched the
process that led to the agreement that we reached
with them.

MR. OTTEN: And up to that point,
how would you describe that process, that
negotiation process?

MR. SIMPSON: We had not come to
agreement with them prior to that.

MR. OTTEN: And would you describe
It as a process that was open and transparent
in terms of negotiating to a conclusion, up to
July?

MR. SIMPSON: I don*"t think I™m
going to characterize any of the processes that
occurred other than to say that from July
forward, we had a very in depth and thorough
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process with the applicant, and one that
ultimately led to a very successful outcome.

MR. OTTEN: But up to that point,
there wasn®"t really that same sort of
engagement?

MR. SIMPSON: There was not that
kind of engagement before.

MR. OTTEN: And isn"t it the case
that your former president was called an
obstructionist at a public hearing by the
applicant?

MR. SIMPSON: I haven™t testified

COMMISSIONER TURNBULL: Yes, |
think that®"s going astray of the questions.

MR. OTTEN: Okay, sorry about that.
So what woulld you equate this sudden turn around
In engagement come July 29th, why did that
happen?

MR. SIMPSON: 1 couldn®t speculate
as to the developer®s motivations.

MR. OTTEN: But was 1t surprising
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that suddenly they were --

MR. SIMPSON: It was pleasantly
surprising.

MR. OTTEN: Okay. And we noticed
In your agreement, a lot of the issues that are
in the comprehensive plan, noise, evaluation,
pollution, a lot of this i1s discussed kind of
post PUD approval, correct?

Like, three months down the line,
you know, six months down the line. Kind of
a projected deadlines for when conclusions would
happen on certain analysis with regards to
impacts.

MR. SIMPSON: I would disagree with
that assessment. There certainly are some
Issues that are postponed for further work and
development together, cooperatively, and
hopefully with the help of folks from DDOT and
elsewhere.

But we were actually able to achieve
a great deal of consensus on some of the most
significant points.
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MR. OTTEN: And when you say we, who
IS the we that"s achieving consensus?

MR. SIMPSON: So, the Reed-Cooke
Neighborhood Association and the applicant.

MR. OTTEN: And particularly who
IS, Isn"t 1t the executive committee that"s
doing the negotiation?

MR. SIMPSON: That"s right.

MR. OTTEN: And how many people sit
on your executive committee?

MR. SIMPSON: There are seven.

MR. OTTEN: Seven people? And does
Reed-Cooke Neighborhood Association represent
all neighbors i1in the Reed-Cooke neighborhood?

MR. SIMPSON: No, definitely not.
We represent our members.

MR. OTTEN: Okay. And 1t costs
money to be a member?

MR. SIMPSON: It costs $15, but our
by-laws provide that anyone who can®t afford
that fee will have i1t waived for them.

MR. OTTEN: And did the Reed-Cooke
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Neighborhood Association outreach to any of the
most directly 1Impacted neighbors before
entering and determining the concrete details
of this agreement?

MR.  SIMPSON: We perpetually
reached out to as many people as we can iIn the
Reed-Cooke neighborhood. Anyone who lives in
those geographic boundaries is welcome to become
our members.

And we try very hard to fulfil that
mission. We obviously can only speak for the
people that do become members of the association
and the votes that are taken i1n that context.

But we struggle hard to have a very
diverse representation. And frankly, we
succeeded that, and we"re quite proud of that.

MR. OTTEN: Very good. Did you
reach out to anybody at 2371 to 2375 Champlain
Street In particular to the details of this
particular negotiation and agreement?

MR. SIMPSON: Every month for as
long as I"ve been a member of the association
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we post postings all the way down Champlain
Street notifying of our meetings and when
they“"re going to be and what the subjects are
going to be.

And we post 1t on our website ever
since we"ve had the website up and running, which
has been a year and a half now, and we post it
on the Adams Morgan listserv. So we do as much
outreach as we can.

MR. OTTEN: I"ve not seen the
postings on Champlain Street. Are those 1In
Spanish, by chance?

MR. SIMPSON: They"re not 1n
Spanish. We are, unfortunately, a 501(c)3
volunteer organization with, again, a very small
budget, our member dues being just $15.

MR. OTTEN: Okay. Do you know of
anybody on the executive committee that might
have knocked on 2384"s door, 2384 Champlain
Street to discuss how your agreement might
impact their relationship to this hotel?

MR. SIMPSON: I couldn®t tell you
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what members of the executive committee --

MR. OTTEN: Do you have any members
that live at 2384 Champlain Street?

MR. SIMPSON: Not that 1 know of.

MR. OTTEN: Thank you.

CHAIR HOOD: Okay, good.
Actually, exchange was very helpful. Okay, Mr.
James?

CHAIRMAN HOOD: Okay, good. That
actually exchange was very helpful. Okay, Mr.
James?

MR. JAMES: Thank you.

COMMISSIONER MILLER: Mr .
Chairman, can 1 just interrupt, can 1 just,
before you begin cross, to thank the executive
director of the Adams Morgan Youth Leadership
Academy for his testimony.

He was jJust testifying as an
individual of this court. | don"t know if he
needs to be caught up In this crossfire here.

So 1 just wanted to thank him -
CHAIRMAN HOOD: Well, actually -
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COMMISSIONER MILLER: -- 1 thought
he had questions -

CHAIRMAN HOOD: Actually, you need
to stay at the table just In case they have
questions for anyone who testified. But | do
want to commend, go along with my colleague,
Commissioner Miller, 1 was going to do that at
the end.

But I agree, we want to thank you.

It"s always good to see our young folks come
down and be engaged in the process. And wish
you well 1In the many endeavors that you all have
in the future.

But you still have to stay just iIn
case Mr. James might have a question. But he
probably won®"t. He may have one or two but
legally we have to stay until you --

COMMISSIONER MILLER: 1 just wanted
to make sure, Mr. Chairman, that we had, In our
record as an Exhibit, the MOU that the AMYLA,
okay, referenced, that"s good.

CHAIRMAN HOOD: He"s speaking to
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the young, 1 think we do. Not the Reed-Cooke

COMMISSIONER MILLER: The AMYLA.

CHAIRMAN HOOD: AMYLA.

MS. SCHELLIN: AMYLA.

COMMISSIONER MILLER: MOU 1is part
of the -

MS. SCHELLIN: I"m getting a nod
from the applicant, yes.

COMMISSIONER MILLER: -- of the
applicants.

CHAIRMAN HOOD: I think we do. But
maybe we could help us, tell us what Exhibit
it is. 1 do know we have some materials from
the organization. Okay, Mr. James, do you have
any cross?

MR. JAMES: Yes, a couple of
questions for Mr. Simpson.

CHAIRMAN HOOD: Now, Mr. Otten, let
me just explain, you"ve already crossed, you"re
complete.

(Off the microphone comment.)
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CHAIRMAN HOOD: You had cross
examination of the witnesses, you have
completed. Yes. And now that my colleague
mentioned the young fellow, now you want to come
back and cross.

But you had the, | saild any cross
examination of any of the testimony, these two
were sitting here. Mr. James, It IS now your
turn.

MR. JAMES: Okay. Mr. Simpson, is
i1t correct that in June of 2012, at a membership
meeting, a resolution was passed by the members
of the Reed-Cooke Neighborhood Association
agreeing upon a height, which the RCNA could
be satisftied that the church would be built to?

MR. SIMPSON: At the June meeting
we issued a resolution which we would be happy
to submit to the record, which said a height
that we would not oppose. It had conformed to
that kind of -

MR. JAMES: Thank you for
correcting the somewhat sloppy language that
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I said, so at which height did the resolution
mention that RCNA would not oppose at
construction?

MR. SIMPSON: So the resolution
talked about two components and then it gave
the executive board further authority to work
through the requirements of the design
regulations.

The two pieces that fundamentally
go together was that the membership said that
they would not oppose a height that conformed
with, 1 think, 1t"s Section 1402.2 of the
Reed-Cooke Overlay Regulations.

Which requires that the underlying
building not exceed the, the height that would

be allowed at the overlay didn"t apply. So
In the case of the current building that would
have been 65 feet as a zoning measurement.

The second piece of 1t was that our
members wanted to see all of the project be
subject to the Reed-Cooke Overlay. Whereas,
the first two of the two parcels currently are
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subject to the Overlay. And the church parcel
IS currently not subject to the Overlay.

And then the resolution gave the
executive board the authority to work out any
of their requirements of the zoning regulations
with the developers. They came back to us with
a very interesting proposal, which i1s the one
that we ultimately agreed to which is -

MR. JAMES: 1 didn"t ask about that,
1T you don"t mind.

MR. SIMPSON: It"s fundamental to
the question, which is that they proposed the
idea of having a text amendment 2140.02, which
Is what we -

MR. JAMES: Chair, 1 didn"t ask
anything about a text amendment. 1 simply asked
that a resolution state a height that the RCNA
membership would agree upon.

MR. SIMPSON: Yes. And to clarifty,
the resolution does not prohibit a height taller
than what"s referenced there, i1f that i1s your
question.
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MR. JAMES: So going further down
the road, as president of RCNA, you felt it
necessary to get approval from the membership
for an eventual agreement, meeting of the minds
on what the height could be. Is this correct?

MR. SIMPSON: We hadn"t had a
resolution on the subject since November of 2008
so we felt the need to go back to the membership
and reestablish the parameters iIn which we were
willing to work towards in agreement with the
developers.

MR. JAMES: So would that be a yes?

MR. SIMPSON: Can you restate the
specific -

MR. JAMES: In your June 2012
meeting, when you came up with the height that
the members would accept and the other things
that you®ve already described, you felt 1t was
necessary to get the approval of the membership
for those actions that you might be taking, if
there should ever be an agreement?

MR. SIMPSON: For the parameters in
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which to seek to establish an agreement, yes.

MR. JAMES: Okay, thank you. So
once an agreement was made, have you taken the
made agreement, the executed agreement, back
before the membership for approval?

MR. SIMPSON: We have not. The
members gave us the specific authority in that
June resolution to go work out those
requirements with the applicant.

MR. JAMES: And that authority
covers all, how many pages of the document?

MR. SIMPSON: It says, 11l read you
a specific -

MR. JAMES: All of the different
clauses.

MR.  SIMPSON: It says, ™"The
Reed-Cooke Neighborhood Association authorizes
the executive board to assess the requirements
of the zoning regulations as it pertains to this
project, and address before the zoning
commission any concerns with respect to the
impact of the developer®s plans on the
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community."

And it was fully, broad
authorization to assess any of their
requirements of the zoning regulations.

MR. JAMES: Thank you. No further
questions.

CHAIRMAN HOOD: Okay, thank you
very much. Thank you all. And again, what my
col league said about your comments and we really
appreciate you coming down and testifying.
Thank you both, appreciate 1t.

Okay, now we"re going to call
parties 1In opposition. Oh 1I"m sorry, no,
individuals in opposition. All those who would
like to testify iIn opposition, If you come
forward?

Okay, now remember the individuals
that are coming to testify in opposition, if
you were a part of the Otten party, your
presentation has already been made, okay.

So I"m going to start to my right,
and 1"m going to ask the secretary, once you
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give us your name, that you®"re not one of the
ones who were represented by Mr. Otten, so we
can move forward and hear from those who have
not had a chance.

This 1s a case where we want to hear
from those who have not had a chance, and not
represented by the party, to be able to expound
and give us their insight on this project. Let
me start to my right.

MR. GLASGOW: Mr. Chairman?

CHAIRMAN HOOD: Yes?

MR. GLASGOW: Just for the record,
I will object to the testimony of all three of
these people. They are all representatives of
the Champlain Association.

CHAIRMAN HOOD: I"m actually ahead
of you. 1"m justwaiting to get names. 1 asked
Ms. Schellin, who has the Exhibit number. 1%ve
already been through that. But thank you very
much for your help. Let me start to my right.

And 1f you can just give us your name?
MS. JAFFE: My name is Michelle

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

188

Jaffe.

CHAIRMAN HOOD: She®"s not on that
group? Okay, Ms. Jaffe, you may begin.

MS. JAFFE: Thank you. 1 live at
2301 Champlain Street on the same block where
this project would be located. Neirther the RCNA
nor my commissioner, Wilson Reynolds,
represents my viewpoint or that of my husband,
who unfortunately couldn®t be here tonight.

MR. GLASGOW: Mr. Chairman, 1 need
to interpose another objection. She was listed
as one of Mr. James" witnesses, who Is a party
with the KCA. How are we operating this
procedure?

CHAIRMAN HOOD: Same rule actually.
Did we have something in written from Mr. James?

MS. SCHELLIN: 1 don®"t know if he,
did you actually list her name? |1 know he -

CHAIRMAN HOOD: You®"re on the honor
system now.

MS. SCHELLIN: -- verbally spoke
her name this evening, that she was going to
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be one of their witnesses. But I don"t know
iIT he represented -

MR. JAMES: 1 spoke her name as a
resident of the Reed-Cooke neighborhood. And
she wasn®"t present at the time that we began
our testimony. And by the time our testimony
ended, she wasn"t able to say anything. Her
written testimony is at the back of our -

CHAIRMAN HOOD: She was a part of
your presentation, she just wasn"t here?

MS. JAFFE: I wasn"t allowed to say
anything. I was here when there was cross
examination and I wasn"t even allowed to speak,
even though | was a part of the party.

CHAIRMAN HOOD: No, hold on, hold
on, you misunderstand. Hold on, you done went
too far now. What 1°"m saying iIs, the person
who didn®"t allow you to speak, obviously, was
Mr. James because -- let me just say this.

When Mr. James was doing his
presentation, he had 30 minutes for his whole
party. And 1 have a document here that lists
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you as one of the people who are one of his
presenters.

MS. JAFFE: Can I remove myself from
that?

CHAIRMAN HOOD: Well, the ask is
getting bigger and bigger. 1 can tell you, this
Is what --

MS. JAFFE: I just would like to
represent my viewpoint as a resident of
Champlain Street.

CHAIRMAN HOOD: 1 understand.

MS. JAFFE: And the fact that 1 feel
like 1t 1s continually being --

CHAIRMAN HOOD: Mr. Otten, let me
just explain to you something. No, I don"t need
you to come to the mike. |If you®"re going to
yell out from the audience I will do like | have
done 1In the past. We will take a minute and
have you removed from the building.

MR. OTTEN: Well, thank you, Chair.

But as far as | know --
CHAIRMAN HOOD: I didn"t ask you,
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okay, Mr. Otten, you"re out of order. You"re
out of order. You are out of order, Mr. Otten.
Mr. Otten, I"m going to ask you to have a seat.

This 1s my last time I1"m going to
ask you to have a seat. One more comment, you“re
gone. Okay. Michele, canyou call downstairs,
please, and ask them to come and escort Mr. Otten
out of the way?

Colleagues, we"re going to take
about a five minute break as Mr. Otten departs
fromus. And we will come back In five minutes.

Thank you.

(Whereupon, the hearing in the
above-entitled matter went off the record at
9:17 p.m. and went back on the record at 9:20
p.m.)

CHAIRMAN HOOD: What we®"re going to
do and 1 know the applicant probably won®"t agree
with this, but we"re going to hear from everybody
who wants to testify.

Now the disruption has left, we"re
going to hear from everyone. We"re going to
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do this In an organized manner. You have three
minutes. And whether you®re with KC or whether
you"re with Champlain Street, | would like to
hear from everyone. You have three minutes,
unless my colleagues want to do it In another
fashion.

VICE CHAIR COHEN: well, Mr.
Chairman, 1 just want to make i1t clear for the
record, that the Chairman 1is being very
inclusive and, 1 think, generous. Because iIf
you have somebody representing you, you®ve given
up your individual opportunity to testify.

That"s been tradition and that is
the requirements. So 1| believe you need to
understand why that decision was originally
made, 1s that you were part of a group that had
1ts opportunity, 1t"s 30 minutes to testify on
your behalf.

CHAIRMAN HOOD: And you should -

VICE CHAIR COHEN: But now he*s
making an exception.

CHAIRMAN HOOD: And you should have
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been part of that presentation. So typically,
I can tell you, this ain"t been done before.

MALE PARTICIPANT: We want to thank
you for that opportunity. Thank you very much.

MS. JAFFE: Thank you and just so
you know, most of us don"t have prior experience
with this. [It"s not exactly that we know every
step of the process and how 1t"s supposed to
be so I appreciate that.

CHAIRMAN HOOD: So with that, that
makes me feel better. Let"s go.

MS. JAFFE: Thank you.

CHAIRMAN HOOD: Okay, thank you.
You can begin.

MS. JAFFE: Thank you. My name is
Michelle Jaffe. I live at 2301 Champlain
Street, the same block as where this project
would be located. 1 did want to note that RCNA
does not represent the views of myself or my
husband, who unfortunately couldn®"t be here
because he has a professional licensing exam
in a couple of days, neither does Wilson

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

194

Reynolds, our ANC commissioner, represent our
viewpoint.

We feel very strongly that this plot
application is inconsistent with the Reed-Cooke
Overlay, not just on one account, but on almost
all accounts.

It"s not just that the height i1s an
iIssue. It°"s that the use 1s, you know, a very
huge concern for us. And I also want to really
stress that the bulk of the hotel will be on
Champlain Street, not on Euclid Street, or
Columbia Road as 1"ve heard before.

We are also concerned that lowering
the height that"s included i1n the RCNA MOU
doesn®"t change the density. It changes the
number of rooms from 227 to 220, i1t really
doesn®"t change the density very much.

The building just got a little
wider. But as far as the negative impacts, we
feel that they are still the same.

And we own our unit. And 1 think
1t"s very challenging for us because you do buy,
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understanding that there 1s a certain zoning,
certain protection where you live.

And I am concerned that 1t"s a pretty
big change that 1iIsn"t a comprehensive
neighborhood change. It"s being done on a
single building basis.

And that really concerns us, that
the value of zoning seems to be kind of lost
In this process since 1t"s not being looked at
on a macro scale for the neighborhood.

We"re also concerned because bars,
and cocktail lounges, and hotels are
specifically prohibited by the Overlay. 1It"s
not just that it"s residential, 1t"s that these
uses that this project will create, are
specifically prohibited.

We"re also concerned that the hotel
entrance de facto is on Champlain Street. The
porte cochere i1s the logical entrance.

In addition, on Euclid Street there
are 18 steps to get up to the front doors of
the hotel. It i1s not handicap accessible. It
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IS not accessible for personal automobiles, and
for someone who is tired or who has luggage.
So we fTeel very strongly that the de facto
entrance will be Champlain Street, which iIs a
residential street.

We"re also concerned that the OP
report expresses that i1t Is unprecedented to
have such a small, sorry, dated August 27, 2012,
It 1s unprecedented to have such a small setback
for a hotel on a narrow residential street.

CHAIRMAN  HOOD: Give uUs your
closing thought.

MS. JAFFE: We feel the project will
have many negative iImpacts that the MOU with
RCNA does not adequately address from noise to
traffic. And we just feel that these things
have not been fleshed out in full.

And we sincerely hope that this
project doesn"t go through. IT 1t does, we
sincerely hope that there will be real measures
to -

CHAIRMAN HOOD: Okay.
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MS.  JAFFE: -- prevent the
disturbances that we know will happen. Thank
you.

CHAIRMAN HOOD: Okay. Thank you.

Next?

MR. GEBREMEDHIN: My name is Araya
Gebremedhin. I"m worried that because | was
on Etnie Street and I move out from Etnie Street
to Columbia Road. 1 just move June 1st.

The reason my moving out from Etnie
Street i1s not because 1 want to move but 1 was
forced to move because they raised the rent.
They renovate the building and they raise the
rent from $2,198 to $4,820, so | can not pay
it. So I move out, don"t have a choice.

So now on this side again, looks like
the same situation is coming here again. Not
only the crowd, or the traffic, or parking
problems but the quality -- there are other
damages coming up so I"m worried about this.
That"s the reason I"m trying to give my idea.

CHAIRMAN HOOD: Okay. All right,
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thank you. Next?

MS. CASTELLANOS: Good evening,
Commissioners. | want to graciously thank you
for the opportunity to speak and testify
tonight. My name is Yasmina Castellanos and
I reside at 2384 Champlain Street.

In summary, we have all heard
tonight, as well as i1n previous zoning meetings,
the adversities, effects, and major
implications, either for good or for bad, that
a project of this size will bring iInto our
neighborhood.

I anmn in fTavor of the deserving
preservation and development of our community,

but do not believe i1In the displacement of our
residents and the traffic iImpact that this
project will bring into our neighborhood.
with all due respect, 1 would like
to share the traffic burden that majorly impacts
my life as well as my neighbors.

I would like to share and place you

in a hypothetical situation where, can you
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imagine coming home from work with three
children and waiting one to two hours for a
residential parking, while dinner 1i1s still
uncooked and homework is not done.

On a Saturday night, while coming
back from a day time activity with my children,
waiting for parking for over an hour iIn your
car with your family, and being assaulted
because a Maryland or Virginia resident or
driver wants to argue with you that they want
to park 1in the residential street.

I"ve stepped out of my vehicles at
times, 1°ve stepped out of character, because
It iIs very disturbing, what 1 or any of my
neighbors sometimes may have to go through.

In the DDOT studies that were
presented, 1 honestly believe that they are
unsustainable to the reality that we face on
a daily basis and even worse, on the weekends.
I honestly believe that they need to be
reconsidered.

I honestly believe that as a
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resident of Champlain Street 1°m directly
impacted, literally. At 2384, 1f this project
IS approved, i1t is one building behind where
i1ts proposed project will be developed.

And i1t"s of concern to me as well
as the gentleman that"s right next to me, what
will happen to the residents that are iIn my
building. We have elderly folks. We have
children.

I have lived there all my life and
I would love to preserve the 1dea of being part
of the Adams Morgan community.

But 1t i1s of major concern, of
course, not only the traffic that will be a
result of the development but whille construction
also takes place, safety for everyone, elderly,
children, and adults. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN HOOD: Okay, thank you
very much. Next?

MR. MARTINEZ: Good evening, ladies
and gentlemen. |1 want to apologize first for
not having such beautiful words like all the
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other people, but I"m not really technical on
this. This i1s my first time.

I just want to say that, first of
all, a lot of people have testified here that
we haven®t been i1nvolved, mostly Latinos, iIn
this. 1 went to school and try to learn some
English, right.

But a lot of people, they can barely
understand. So they say that they try to reach
to us, they didn"t. I can swear that they
didn"t. Nobody ever tried to call me, contact
me by email, or knock on my door and say hey,
look, this 1s going on.

Nobody. Ever, until Ilike two
weeks, three weeks ago, probably they, I think,
the developers, someone sent us a big package
that you all handled. Before that, 1 had no
word, no idea of this going on.

So I want to say I live in the heart
of all this issue. I know what"s going on
because I have lived there for 15 years. 1| have
raised my kids too, just like her.
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I live 1In the same building and I"ve
seen all of the buildings where minorities used
to live disappear. New buildings have been
built with people with money. That"s what it
comes to, right.

People can pay $300,000, half a
million, for a condo, which we don"t have. So
I know First hand, the problem with the parking,
with the traffic.

And 1 1nvite any of you to spend a
night around, to see how i1t is, how 1t really
IS, no how DDOT, or anybody else says, no, how
it really 1s. And you can see the fire trucks,
the UPS, the mailmen, an accident. You can see
ambulances.

You can see everything like you saw
in that video. That"s nothing compared to the
reality. So |l justwant to say that these people

who have the money to pay for these condos, 1™m
happy for them.

They have their own parking. They
don"t have any issues parking at night or any
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time because they own a parking. I pay
probably, what my apartment is, what they pay
for parking. So | can not afford that and I™m
sorry.

Other than that, the night life,
iIt"s just like 12 iIn the day when there 1is
hundreds of people iIn Adams Morgan. And now
they"re trying to build this hotel, where they
say the main entrance 1is going to be on
Champlain, not on Columbia Road.

It"s going to be on Champlain and
I"ve seen those huge hotels with three or four
lanes, maybe more, so they can have all the
cabbies and all the traffic around. This 1Is
just a two-way street. How are they going to
do that?

I mean, in my mind it"s like, how
are they going to do that? Are they going to
do some magic or something. | don"t know, they
can move numbers. But the numbers of people
in that hotel are going to be pretty much the
same.
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So | would like just to finish by
saying, ifyou really really really need to build
this hotel, you should consider the damage that
IS going to be done to all of us living In that
area. Thank you very much.

CHAIRMAN HOOD: Thank you. Next?

MS. LOPEZ: Thank you for letting
us speak at the last minute. My name is Teresa
Lopez. The reason fTor opposing the hotel
project is that minorities have been treated
unequal by the hotel and various Government
agency, ANC Commission, and non-profit
agencies, such as the Bid Main Street and
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce.

The meetings have been kept secret
to minorities, business, and renters. And us
In meeting have not been translated as mandated
by law on any other language but English.

The only way that some business,
renter have been informed about different
meetings has been through a word of mouth, by
some other activists around the community who
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believe in social justice.

The construction will affect the way
of life of renters that live next to the hotel
as well as minorities, mom and pop business,
that live and operate between 18 and 16 Street
and Columbia Road.

Renter business and community
leaders have assisted some of the meetings, but
their concerns have been 1gnored by i1nvestors,
ANC Commission and non-profit organization.

And 1t goes up to the city council,
who has shown support for this project and
ignored who they claim that they represent.

We were told that the only D.C.
Council who fTought against this project was
Council Mendelson, Council Cheh and Council
Catania.

Our councilman, Jim Graham is the
strong arm behind this project, by providing
the investor with $46 million, while ignoring
the comprehensive plan which calls for
protection of our poor level housing, citizen
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who make less than $30,000, they still exist
In these communities.

Mom and pop who do not have the
luxury of leaving their mom and pop business
to attend every meeting, planning around the
community. The mom and pop citizen rely on the
elected official and non-profit organization
to play fair.

But this has not been the case
regarding the historical hotel at the present
moment. The same part of this place at large
around the city, discrimination, displacement,
gentrification, unequal treatment, unequal
share of wealth, unfair way of communication
are the model of this project.

Most of these meetings are not
announced and are held 1n hours when business
and renters are unable to attend because they
are working or taking care of the children who
come from the school.

Since these meetings are not
announced, the business and resident do not have
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enough time to plan their participation and
attendance.

One can have the perception that
these meetings are to schedule with purpose in
mind to diminish the minority participation that
IS In opposition regarding the boarding of
Commissioner Wilson Reynolds, because his
employer Council Graham is the one who supports
this project.

And have given the $46 million of
taxpayers®™ money. And the perception of the
Commissioner Wilson 1is manipulated 1in the
situation to support Commissioner Graham again.

Gabriella Mossi, ANC, also, should
not vote for this project because her employer,
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, is a non-profit
that professed to defend the Hispanics as one
business but i1s in favor of this project.

CHAIRMAN HOOD: Thank you very
much. Next? Do we need to do something
different? Okay.

MS. VACA: My name is Lilia Vaca.
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I came here to thank all the commissioners who
represent us. |1 have lived close to 40 years
around the Columbia Road area.

| am not opposed as them
constructing the hotel because we live iIn a
capitalist society. It i1s not possible, us to
the person that evaluates the rent because
nowadays 1 am retired and 1t 1s not possible
for me.

I work 30 years, 35 years I am a
Washington Hilton. 1 know what it is with the
county money, I know I have good managers, good
people. The money is no, no 1t"s enough. |1
just paid my rent. 1 not pay for my medicine.

I don"t pay for my food.

This, 1t"s no fair. Who put the rent
IS too high? Everybody pay their taxes. No,
every human being pay their taxes. What happen
this country going now? Thank you.

CHAIRMAN HOOD: Okay, gracias.
Okay, next?

MR. LEY: I actually arrived late
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so | haven®t been sworn in.

CHAIRMAN HOOD: Honest. Stand
right up man.

MS. SCHELLIN: Raise your right
hand. Do you solemnly swear or affirm the
testimony you will give us will the be the truth,
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth?

MR. LEY: 1 do.

MS. SCHELLIN: Thank you.

CHAIRMAN HOOD: We may have some
Cross examination. But that"s all right.
We*"l1l call them back if we have them. Okay,
you may begin.

MR. LEY: Thank you. My name is
William Ley and 1 live at 1760 Euclid Street,
the Courtland Apartments, apartment 605, which
I1s the southwest corner of the building.

I*m a teacher now but for five years
in Boston, the first three I lived in D.C., 1
was a freelance theater technician. 1In D.C.
I1"ve worked on events from the 2005 inaugural
balls, to weddings, Bar Mitzvah®"s and other
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private parties.

As a result, 1 have a significant
understand and experience with the way 1In which
both large and small events like those, that
wouldn"t be held 1n the proposed hotel, would
impact traffic 1In the surrounding area.

Based on this experience, DDOT"s
presentation to the ANC meeting | attended
regarding traffic patterns, seems to be lacking
in an application for this neighborhood.

We have spoken repeatedly about how
unique the Adams Morgan neighborhood is, yet
no data about how our unique neighborhood
function seems to have been pursued.

DDOT stated the traffic patterns
will be minimally disrupted, yet they explicitly
stated that they have no traffic information,
such as time of trips and number of trips on
a given day on the streets that would be most
affected, Euclid and Champlain.

Further, they acknowledge that they
have not pursued the information even though
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this project was proposed several years ago.

I ask how DDOT can possibly give
meaningful response to this proposal. How can
only the 50 feet or so of frontage, four car
lengths, for a taxi stand leading to a narrow
street for access to valet services, serving
a restaurant, a 300-seat venue, and all hotel
guests, not significantly affect the
surrounding area.

As an example of i1ts smaller ven,
assuming you have 200-person guest list and an
8:00 p.m. start, less than ten percent of the
attendees will take public transportation.

Think of how many people iIn tuxes
and formal gowns you®ve seen ride the Metro or
bus, then take a 15 to 20 minute walk to the
event. That leaves us with 180 guests. One
hundred will take cabs, 80 will drive or ride
as passengers.

Many guests will come as couples or
groups, yielding say 40 cars and 40 taxi cabs.

There will be 40 taxis and private vehicles
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showing up In a space that can serve fTour
vehicles at a time within 15 minutes of each
other.

At the close of the event there will
be 40 private cars exiting at once, about 40
groups of people attempting to get taxis on the
street. Where will these taxis stand while
waiting for the event to end? And how will
vehicles proceed from the porte cocher to the
event-goers when the street across Is one-way.

The presentation from the traffic
consultants stated that they would push traffic
up Champlain to Columbia. But this
intersection has no light and is only three car
lengths long, below Columbia to Euclid and
Champlain.

The i1ntersection serving the same
frontage where 40 groups are trying to get taxis.
A likely scenario is that most of this traffic
will go on the Euclid, east bound to Ontario,
turning left to get to Columbia where the light

iIS.
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The effect of this example are not
even mentioned in consultant®s traffic report,
but will have a huge affect on this already
crowded narrow streets.

In addition to guests at the event
there will be service staff, one for every eight
to ten guests, lighting, sound, cooking staff,
and set crews combined can range from 30 to 40
staff that will take public transportation or
park i1n the surrounding areas. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN HOOD: I think we have
that, i1s that some of -

MR. LEY: Yes, a portion of it is.

I"m sorry. This is my Ffirst time and | missed
what he had presented on.

CHAIRMAN HOOD: Okay, so you read
a portion of his presentation?

MR. LEY: Yes.

CHAIRMAN HOOD: Okay, so should I
call you Mr. James, or what"s your name again?

MR. LEY: My name is William Ley.

CHAIRMAN HOOD: Mr. Ley, okay.
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MR. LEY: Thank you.

CHAIRMAN HOOD: All right, next?
I Just want you to know that we knew we had it,
Mr. James. Okay, thank you.

MR. JAMES: Thank you.

CHAIRMAN HOOD: Next?

MS. AMADO: My name 1s Jeannie
Amado. I"ve been living Adams Morgan for a
little over a year. And I just believe that
there wasn®t sufficient communication with the
communities to be directly impacted by the
hotel.

And therefore, it should not be
built until, at least, there is more of that.

I feel like, yes, the whole process has been
in favor of the developers.

And 1"m also upset about the fact
that up until today, there was no translation
offered to people from the community, which just
further shows the unfairness of the entire
process. That"s 1t.

CHAIRMAN HOOD: Thank you. Next?
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MS. AQUINO: My name 1s Blanca
Aquino. 1 have a business on Columbia Road.
And for what I"ve been hearing, | would like
to say that I am not against the construction
of the hotel.

It"s against the people that they
didn"t take iInto consideration our opinion.
It 1s just two months that we know about it.
For the Latino associations, that they say that
they represent us but they really work for
Government. They did not communicate or talk
for us.

So 1 can hear, because of various
other persons, it was another person that let
me know. And that"s why we feel discriminated
and we TfTeel that they haven®t taken into
consideration because they haven®t listened to
us. And 1t 1s only Chris that comes to us.
He 1s the only person that will explain why they
are doing this.

So we were told that they were doing
the hotel. We didn"t know. And it was the
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Latino Chamber, the Hispanic Chambers, all these
other groups of people, that they say they“re
Latin. They really don"t represent us.

So this will affect us, really too
much. We are not big businesses. We are just
mom and pop, husband and wife businesses and
we have families. So we haven™t been considered
on the month of this will affect us.

CHAIRMAN HOOD: Okay, can you ask
her to wrap it up?

MS. AQUINO: Just this, because
everything has been said. I want to affirm
about what they were saying. Thank you for
listening to me, for giving me this opportunity.

CHAIRMAN HOOD: Okay, gracias.
Okay, is there anyone else? 1 want to thank
-— 1F you can hold your seat? Senorita, i1t you
can hold your seat for a moment? If you can
you ask her to hold her seat.

I want to make two, three quick
comments. On the Office of Zoning"s website,
and I want to make sure you all understand this,
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on the Office of Zoning"s website, and i1f not
you can call the office, i1t talks about making
sure that you get the proper representation.

And one of our colleagues was
adamant about that because a lot of times people
who don®t know, 1 haven®t always known zoning.

It you ask the former mayor of this city, Marion
Barry tells that story today and 1t"s 14 years
later.

He just told the story the other
night. But I can just tell you that, make sure
that we get folks that can represent you and
that website, 1 think 1s good.

IT not, you check with the Office
of Zoning during the day, i1t talks about, make
sure we get the proper representation when you
come down before either the Zoning Commission
or the Board of Zoning Adjustment.

The other thing i1s, while 1 know
often times we don"t want to get involved with
some of our neighborhood groups, In this city,
the ANC. And I don"t know what goes on.
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I have ANC 1n my neighborhood. We
actually meet in the police station. So I can
just tell you that there are disagreements among
ANC commissioners and also the public, but also
stay engaged. Get engaged in the process.

Also, 1 would just say this to you,
be careful of what people present and tell you.

We have a letter, and my colleagues and I have
looked at a letter and I"m going to get the
Exhibit, which basically i1s something that"s
really far fetched, and really could be very
misleading to a community.

When you put something out, maybe
the, 1 forgot how it was quoted, don"t quote
me verbatim. But maybe the developer should
pay us money. That"s not good representation.

That 1s not how 1t works. That"s
not what you"re trying to achieve. What you"re
trying to achieve i1s to try to get us to see
i1t your way, or do mitigations, or vote against
it.

That"s what you"re trying to do, not
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trying to go after money from a developer. |1
almost want to say i1t"s i1llegal. 1t"s i1llegal
to hold a developer hostage. 1°m just saying.

Those letters were passed out
because 1t was sent to us. 1 don"t know who
passed i1t out. 1 don"t know who did it. But
I*"m saying, 1t goes back to my first point, make
sure you get good legal representation from
somebody that"s going to come down here, not
even legal.

You can get a good person to come
down here and present your case but watch, |
can"t emphasize that anymore. Look at the
Office of Zoning"s website. | can"t say it any
better than that.

And about the notice, again, stay
engaged. | know everybody doesn"t go to the
ANC, but that®"s a proper notice. And 1 think
It"s In the Register too, right, the District
Register?

These activities, guess what?
Nobody has never knocked on my door when they
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put a trash transfer station back behind my
house. Nobody came and knocked on my door.

You know what 1 had to do? 1 had
to get engaged. So let"s try to get engaged.

We might not like the process but get engaged,
get out there, find out what"s going on.

Nobody i1s going to come to your door,
unfortunately, nobody never came to mine when
the trash transfer station was being, and I just
wanted to let you all know, and here 1s another
thing, we live in D.C. also.

We don"t live in Baltimore and come
down here and sit on the Zoning Commission.
We don"t do that. We represent different
aspects of thecity. Okay. Commissioners, any
questions? Yes, ma“am?

VICE CHAIR COHEN: Thank you all for
your testimony. There seems to be a great
concern and more fear of what may happen to you.

And on the 1ssue of, let me ask, I don"t remember
your name, I"m sorry. But you are -

MS. CASTELLANOS: Sure, Yasmina.
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VICE CHAIR COHEN: Yasmina, Yyes.
Are you aware of an organization called Jubilee
Housing?

MS. CASTELLANOS: Yes 1 am.

VICE CHAIR COHEN: I strongly
believe that they can be of help to you. 1711
leave 1t at that because that"s not my zoning
hat that I"m wearing now. It"s my affordable
housing hat.

MS. CASTELLANOS: Can |1 ask,
Commissioner Cohen, how specific do you think
they can be of help to me?

VICE CHAIR COHEN: They have won
awards fTor their ability to keep affordable
housing 1n the neighborhood of Adams Morgan.
And so 1T you meet with them and talk to them
about, how they can help you.

And again, there may be
consequences. There may not be consequences.

But 1 think that they can help you, direct you
and again, even Graham"s office, and maybe he
will follow through on his pledge to help people.
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CHAIRMAN HOOD: Okay, any other
questions up here? The last thing 1 will say
Is there was a comment made about this office
and I said this before, this office 1s the most
accommodating award winning office.

People all over this city,
regardless of culture or background, has found
this office to be the most helpful, the most
courteous, and the most citizen-oriented all
over thecity. It"s justnotup in Adams Morgan.

It"s all over the city.

Now the request was made and It"s
coming out of the budget. The Office of Zoning
doesn®"t have a whole lot of money, for the
translations, the people doing the translation,
we have to pay, 1 think two hearings, nobody
showed up. Or at least they didn"t say they
needed it.

But I see tonight that this i1s the
fourth hearing, which I thought was the third
hearing, but this i1s the fourth hearing and I

see a couple of young ladies and 1™"m thinking
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a few gentleman, maybe one gentleman who used
the service.

This office has went through a lot
to make sure 1t happened. Because there is a
young lady named Jennifer, and I forgot her last
name, she can raise her hand, she came in late
to make sure we can accommodate anyone.

So to say the comment to say that
this office, and 1"m sorry, 1°m going to have
to put my guard up on that one because | know
what"s been demanded of this office for years.

And I know what this office has done.

And 1 know what their record i1s. It"s an award
winning office. Enough said on that. Any
cross examination from the applicant?

Champlain neighbors representative
had to leave because he was being disruptive.

Kalorama Citizens Association, any Cross
examination?

Okay, with that, thank you all very
much. We appreciate your testimony. And we
hear you loud and clear, okay. We appreciate
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it. Okay, let"s do rebuttal and closing.

MS. SCHELLIN: Let me just make sure
that last panel, i1f they didn"t already, that
they make sure they give the court reporter two
witness cards.

MR. GLASGOW: Mr. Chairman, just
very briefly, I see that 1t i1s almost 10 o"clock.

We would like to submit rebuttal and closing
arguments for the record. 1 think that may be
an efficient way to proceed at this point in
time.

We do have, for example, we have a
traffic report, that after one of the hearings,
that deals with the traffic In the late night
hours. And we wanted to submit that for the
record.

That"s been done by a traffic
consultant. And that will show that, while
traffic volumes are similar during rush hour,
so that may be unusual, obviously, for places
like downtown where traffic tails off
immeasurably. But itwill show that the traffic
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iIs similar to rush hour. And so therefore,
those type of mitigations will be -

CHAIRMAN HOOD: So we"re going to
do rebuttal 1n writing?

MR. GLASGOW: Yes, rebuttal 1n
writing and closing argument i1n writing. So
we"ll get all of that in. 1 want to make sure
that the record is open for anything that we
need to get from Historic Preservation Review
Board, because we are going through that
process.

CHAIRMAN HOOD: Let"s go over the
list right now so we won"t have to re-duplicate
iIt. Let me say, colleagues, | think, that is
the way to go. The hour i1s getting late.

Because 1T we go into rebuttal, then
we have cross. So why don®"t we get in writing,
and 1°"m sure there will be opportune time, you
don"t respond to rebuttal though.

MS. SCHELLIN: Yes, they do get to
respond to rebuttal but not to closing. So you
might want to do those separate.
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MR. GLASGOW: Yes, there will be two
separate, that"s why 1 mentioned them separate

CHAIRMAN HOOD: Okay.

MR. GLASGOW: They will be two
separate packages of documents. So the
rebuttal -

CHAIRMAN HOOD: So let me make sure
my colleagues will be fine with getting rebuttal
in writing. Okay, can we go over the list
because 1 know 1 asked for -

MS. SCHELLIN: well, 1711 Dbe
honest, I did not keep a very good list. 1 will
go down what 1 have. And 1 know that the
applicant has provided, which you just received
this evening, some answers to questions that
I think came up on cross examination by Mr. Otten
and maybe Mr. James.

But 1"11 go through the list that
I have. And of course, as usual, 1T you guys
want to add anything you certainly can. But
before I forget, the answer regarding that MOU

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

227

with AMYLA was a part of the Pre-hearing
Statement dated August 17th. 1It"s Tab E. So
you do already have that?

Commissioner May had asked that they
look at the brackets. They seem a little odd,
especially different color. He also asked
about the view across Champlain Street. What
are the buildings like across from the hotel
entrance, the addition?

He also asked about the area on the
roof where the small staircase is, marked as
mechanical, 1f that"s what i1t is. And maybe
push back some where the courtyard i1s, maybe
break up Into two units and a darker color.

MALE PARTICIPANT: Yes.

VICE CHAIR COHEN: Commissioner May
made mention that the applicant take a look at
what"s happening on the roof, maybe move back
and have some green roof up there. He also asked
what route the trucks will take.

Commissioner Turnbull referenced
Drawing Al5, the brackets, maybe stick with the
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brick. I think that was tagging onto what
Commissioner May said.

Commissioner Turnbull, the minute
the package, 1t"s mentioned in the ANC and RCNA,
but need specifics on how the money is actually
being spent.

Commissioner Cohen, TfTollow up
regarding the outdoor activities and what will
be done to mitigate impact on the community.

VICE CHAIR COHEN: Ms. Schellin?

MS. SCHELLIN: Yes?

VICE CHAIR COHEN: We specifically,
I think the roof activities, there are some noise
attenuation and architectural things they can
do.

MS. SCHELLIN: Right, and that"s,
I take that back, any follow-up from HPRB, their
process with HPRB. I believe 1t was
Commissioner Hood asked OP and DDOT to look at
Mr. Gluck"s testimony, items 3C and 3D, and
provide what they think about that.

And Champlain Street neighbors
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would like to submit a clear copy of the
petitions, that was mentioned. We also,
because Mr. Otten provided the video this
evening, he was only able to provide us with
one set of the discs. So we would ask him to
provide the other four. And I"ve already spoken
to him about that.

And of course, rebuttal and closing.

So Commissioner May is looking my way like I
have left off some stuff. [I"mdonewithmy list.

COMMISSIONER HOOD: The only thing
I would like to add. 1 would like for Mr. James
to provide us, 1 think, there was a letter or
comment about how his membership voted.

I think that was a comment from one
of the members, KCA, and 1"m not sure exactly,
I reviewed a comment about how you got the word
out to KCA or something of that nature. | don"t
know. Wasn®"t i1t a comment?

MS. SCHELLIN: I think Commissioner
May asked the question about whether they voted
on it or something. 1 think he did answer.
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CHAIRMAN HOOD: Hold on, 1 thought
the 1ssue was that he did not, how did he get
the information out to his membership. Was that
answered?

COMMISSIONER MAY: I didn"t ask
that question. I just confirmed that the
resolution that he read into the record, and
It was submitted 1In testimony, was approved by
an executive committee and not by the TfTull
membership. | didn"t get into the question of

CHAIRMAN HOOD: Oh, so his -

COMMISSIONER MAY : —-- his
communications.

CHAIRMAN HOOD: Okay, so his -

COMMISSIONER MAY : His
organization also had an executive committee.

CHAIRMAN HOOD: Executive just like
RCN?

COMMISSIONER MAY: Right.

CHAIRMAN HOOD: Okay, okay, that"s
all. Okay, I"m clear now. 1 don"t need that.
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I was confused because 1 also have a letter
from one of his members stating something else.
Okay, Commissioner Turnbull?

COMMISSIONER TURNBULL: Yes, I just
want to go back. 1 think at the time we were
talking about the roof, I think we brought up
a question about lighting --

MR. GLASGOW: Yes, sir.

COMMISSIONER TURNBULL: -— and 1
think you had said that there was minimal
lighting. It was either at the have to parapet
down lighting. I would just to be able to
confirm that. And we talked about noise level,
the regulations. But 1t"s my understanding
there 1s no amplified sound?

MR. GLASGOW: No amplified sound,
that"s correct.

COMMISSIONER TURNBULL: Is that
correct? Okay, I just wanted to confirm that.

CHAIRMAN HOOD: Okay, anyone else?

Commissioner Miller?
COMMISSIONER MILLER: One thing,
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this may be addressed by the traffic report that
the applicant is going to submit. But Mr.
James, from KCA, did mention an alternative
valet drop-off plan using the alley instead of
the street, 1 think, 1t was. |If the applicant
can just address that in the rebuttal, I would
appreciate that.

MR. GLASGOW: We will do that.

MR. JAMES: May 1 address the
Commission?

CHAIRMAN HOOD: Hold on, are we
finished up here? Okay, yes.

MR. JAMES: Yes, | think it would
be extremely clumsy for KCA to be able to have
cross examination on the rebuttal by what
method? By sending emails to the Commission
asking questions of the applicant?

I think that needs to happen either
now or another hearing. | don"t want to make
this take longer. I"m willing to sit here.
And 1 don"t think we"re going to have terribly
large numbers of questions. But if the rebuttal
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goes Tforward, not 1In person, then the
questioning is not immediate and alive.

CHAIRMAN HOOD: Typically, we have
done that, I believe, In the past. And they
do get a chance to respond, right? You get a
chance to respond to the submissions.
Actually, that may work in your favor.

MR. JAMES: Right. |If you have to
write long paragraphs. No, | hear you. Thank
you.

CHAIRMAN HOOD: Keep them short and
to the point.

MR. JAMES: I1"11 try.

CHAIRMAN HOOD: And also, i1f you
look at the other factor, and actually 1 think
Mr. Glasgow is being very courteous because your
other colleague, who was a little disruptive
tonight, would not have had a opportunity to
cross on rebuttal, okay.

I don"t know 1f you"re looking out
for him. But I just think that"s very nice of
Mr. Glasgow to come up and do that because now
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he has an opportunity to respond just like you
do.

MR. JAMES: I see that. |1 see that
that"s a fairness.

CHAIRMAN HOOD: Well, don"t credit
It to me. Credit that to Mr. Glasgow.

MR. JAMES: Well, he wants to go
home.

CHAIRMAN HOOD: Obviously. Well,
anyway, anything else?

MS. SCHELLIN: 1 think we need to
schedule some dates.

CHAIRMAN  HOOD: Okay . Mr.
Glasgow, I don"t think this is going to come
up until the December meeting. We only have
one meeting in November and I just don"t see
anyway to get around 1t.

So based on the fact that i1t won"t
come up until the December meeting, yes, | just
don"t think that"s going to work because of
trying to get a draft order and allowing OAG
the opportunity to review it, because that"s
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something they®ve been asking to have time to
do.

So we"re going to have to shoot for
the December meeting, okay. So with that, then
we can, how much time do you think you need to
gather all this stuff? Two weeks?

CHAIRMAN HOOD: We*"re going to have
a member out so we may have to move that to
January. I"m sorry because 1 would like for
all five of us to be here.

MS. SCHELLIN: Oh, yes.

(Off microphone comments)

CHAIRMAN HOOD: December. And we
may have two people out.

MS. SCHELLIN: Well, let me ask Mr.
Glasgow this, could you get a draft order in
within a week?

MR. GLASGOW: Yes.

MS. SCHELLIN: Okay. I1f I give you
jJust one week, are you going to be able to provide
everything that was asked for?

MR. GLASGOW: Yes, have a lot of it.
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MS. SCHELLIN: Okay, then in that
case you have until 3:00 p.m., October 29th.
And 1 would like to have the draft order by then
also. The parties, Mr. James, and Mr. Otten,
and the ANC would have until 3:00 p.m. November
5th. And we can take this up at our November
19th meeting for proposed action.

MR. JAMES: So we would be crossing

MS. SCHELLIN: They"re providing
their rebuttal and these additional documents,
we just went down the list for. But you get
to do your cross, that you®re referring to, is
going to be done in writing by November 5th,
based on what they provide to you.

MR. JAMES: Right. But anything
that they rebut i1s subject to i1t, as well as
this list of concerns -

MS. SCHELLIN: Yes.

MR. JAMES: -- of the Commission.

MS. SCHELLIN: Absolutely. And if
they want to submit them as separate filings,
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they can certainly do that, which would be the
list that we went over tonight. They"re
entitled to respond to those and then your
rebuttal and, of course, your closing. The
closing, you"re not entitled to provide a
response to.

MR. JAMES: And are there any
physical limits about this? | know that there®s

MS. SCHELLIN: You can provide us
with 1,000 pages 1f you would like.

MR. JAMES: Oh, no, no, just -

MS. SCHELLIN: However you want to
respond.

CHAIRMAN HOOD: Okay . Is that
everything, Michele?

FEMALE PARTICIPANT: Yes.

CHAIRMAN HOOD: Okay, the record is
closed for this case, other than what we"ve asked
for. 1 want to thank everyone for the attention
to these four hearings. And with that, this
hearing is adjourned.
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(Whereupon, the hearing went off the

record at 10:06 p.m.)
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